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Governor Signs COVID-19 Liability Protection

Governor Tony Evers signed Special Session Senate Bill 1 into law, which protects businesses, 
schools, nonprofits and others from COVID-19 litigation.  This Bill creates immunity from civil 
liability for an entity due to alleged injury or death from COVID-19 in the course of or through the 
performance of the entity’s functions or services.
 
Section 8 of the Act outlines the following:

• Creates immunity from civil liability for an entity due to alleged injury or death from COVID-19 
in the course of or through the performance of the entity’s functions or services.

• This immunity does not apply if an act or omission involves reckless or wanton conduct or 
intentional misconduct.

• The immunity is retroactive to March 1, 2020, except for cases that have already been filed by 
the date of enactment.

 
The Senate passed the bill 27-3, and the Assembly approved it 89-0. The Governor signed it into 
law on Thursday, Feb. 25.
 
Read more:

• Waukesha County Business Alliance
• Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce
• Senate Bill [see pages 7 and 8 for immunity language]

 
For additional insights, please contact your R&R Consultant.  We will also continue to communicate 
with you as frequently as needed to make sure you are informed of clarifications, changes, and 
new developments.

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2021/proposals/jr1/sb1
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2021/related/votes/senate/sv0030
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2021/related/votes/assembly/av0023
https://www.waukesha.org/alliance-applauds-legislators-governor-for-passing-covid-19-liability-protection/
https://www.wmc.org/news/wmc-applauds-lawmakers-for-approving-legislation-containing-covid-19-liability-protections/
https://file-us.clickdimensions.com/rrinscom-ahbvq/files/senatebillfeb252021.pdf?m=2/25/2021%206:14:40%20PM

