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	Policy 
Police Motorcycle Operations 
	Related Policies: Pursuit; emergency operations of vehicles

	This policy is for internal use only and does not enlarge an employee’s civil liability in any way. The policy should not be construed as creating a higher duty of care, in an evidentiary sense, with respect to third party civil claims against employees. A violation of this policy, if proven, can only form the basis of a complaint by this agency for non-judicial administrative action in accordance with the laws governing employee discipline.

	Applicable State Statutes:  625 ILCS 5/1-105; § 625 ILCS 5/11-205

	CALEA Standard:  

	


I. Policy: It shall be the policy of the agency to promote the safe and efficient use of motorcycles for traffic enforcement, traffic direction, escorts, crash reduction and as a community relation’s tool. This agency utilizes a police motorcycle for the purposes of increasing visibility, fuel conservation, increasing traffic safety awareness and for special assignments or functions. As such, the use of the police motorcycle shall be used within the guidelines set forth in this policy as well as other policies and orders of the department.
II. Purpose: The purpose of this policy is to establish procedures for the safe and efficient use of motorcycles for police traffic enforcement service and provide an understanding of police motorcycles and guidance for their proper use, as well as establishing all phases of motorcycle operations. 
III. Procedures: 

A. Selection: 

a. Selected officers must possess a valid Illinois Class M License to operate a motorcycle. 

b. Selected officers must attend and successfully complete an agency approved police motorcycle operator’s course. 
B. Operation: 
a. The supervisor of the motorcycle officer shall determine the days for motorcycle usage. Determination is based on weather conditions and other factors affecting the use of motorcycles. Factors excluding the use of motorcycles includes:

1. Rain
2. Snow
3. Ice
4. Manpower considerations
b.  The use of a motorcycle in a vehicular pursuit is prohibited. A police motorcycle driver will not initiate, pursue, street parallel or caravan with a police pursuit.

c.  Motorcycle officers will not transport prisoners or provide a ride for anyone as a passenger.

d. Motorcycle officers will utilize all emergency equipment, lights and siren, when initiating a traffic stop or responding to an emergency 
e. The motorcycle officer will not operate the motorcycle on unpaved roadways

f. Emergency Vehicle Operation: Under Illinois Law:

The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle, when responding to an emergency call with lights and sirens activated may:
i. Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but only after slowing down as may be required and necessary for safe operation;
ii. Exceed the maximum speed limits so long as he does not endanger life or property;
iii. Disregard regulations governing direction of movement or turning in specified directions.
iv. The foregoing provisions do not relieve the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from the duty of driving with due regard for the safety of all persons, nor do such provisions protect the driver from the consequences of his reckless disregard for the safety of others.
v. Officers operating a police motorcycle are instructed to exercise extreme caution when operating with lights and siren under emergency response conditions. Officers in operating under emergency conditions shall be constantly aware that no assignment is too important and no task is to be expedited with such emphasis that any of the basic principles of safety are jeopardized.
C. Officer Equipment: The Department shall provide equipment to each motorcycle officer. It is the responsibility of each officer to maintain their equipment and notify their supervisor of any equipment deficiencies. Every motorcycle officer shall wear and maintain the following equipment when operating a motorcycle:

a.  Helmet,

b.  Breeches (pants),

c.  Boots,

d. Gloves (winter & summer issue),

e. Safety glasses.
f. Reflective vest
D. Vehicle Equipment: The motorcycle shall have the following equipment on the vehicle:

a. Decals containing the Department’s name, logo and the vehicle number,

b. Emergency lights and siren,

c. Police radio,

d. Emergency reflectors,
e. Helmet radio headset,

f. First aid kit in the carrying side compartment,

g. Traffic safety flares or reflective markers
E. Service:   The motorcycle officer shall conduct an inspection of the cycle prior to use. The motorcycle officer will complete a motorcycle inspection sheet and forward it to the motorcycle supervisor. 
a. Each motorcycle officer is responsible for keeping the motorcycle clean and washed.

b.  Motorcycle officers will immediately report damage resulting from a fall, collision, or any other means to the on-duty supervisor.
c.  The agency fleet maintenance officer shall conduct monthly maintenance check of the motorcycle.
d.  The agency shall maintain a scheduled maintenance agreement with the dealership providing the motorcycles.
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