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	Less Lethal Impact Munitions 
	Related Policies:

Response to Resistance 

	This policy is for internal use only and does not enlarge an employee’s civil liability in any way. The policy should not be construed as creating a higher duty of care, in an evidentiary sense, with respect to third party civil claims against employees. A violation of this policy, if proven, can only form the basis of a complaint by this agency for non-judicial administrative action in accordance with the laws governing employee discipline.

	Applicable Illinois Statutes:

	CALEA Standard:  

	


I. PURPOSE:  The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for the use of the less lethal “bean bag” shotgun and impact munitions. 
II. POLICY:  This agency has issued less lethal “bean bag” shotguns and impact munitions to select trained officers, to provide those officers with additional use-of-force options for gaining compliance of resistant or aggressive individuals in arrest and other enforcement situations. It is the policy of this Agency that personnel may use the less lethal bean bag shotgun when warranted, but only in accordance with the guidelines and procedures set forth in this directive and in the Agency’s Response to Resistance policy. 
III. PROCEDURE: 
A. The agency will issue dedicated less lethal shotguns for the sole purpose of discharging less lethal impact munition projectiles. All less lethal shotguns will be distinctively marked with an orange stock and orange fore end. 
B. Only agency issued and dedicated 12-gauge shotguns and agency issued less lethal “Super Sock” shells are authorized for use.  The shotgun shall be clearly marked with an orange stock to distinguish its purpose.
C. Only officers who have been trained and demonstrated proficiency are authorized to use the less lethal “bean bag” shotgun and impact munitions. Initial training for impact munitions and the “bean bag” shotgun is a course provided by a certified instructor and approved by the head of this agency. Proficiency must be demonstrated annually during a re-certification course and be monitored by a certified impact munitions instructor. Those officers failing to demonstrate proficiency will be given remedial training and must successfully complete the re-certification course to continue to carry the shotgun. 
D. Officers who carry a less lethal “bean bag” shotgun are prohibited from carrying another shotgun or lethal shotgun ammunition.  
E. Deployment:  Officers, who are properly trained, are authorized to use agency issued less-lethal “bean bag” shotguns as an alternative to resolve incidents in a less-lethal manner, to protect officers and other persons from harm, to protect a suspect / subject from self-inflicted injury, or to end incidents involving combative, armed / believed to be armed, or violent suspects. Officers shall not interpret this policy to mean that a bean bag shotgun replaces the use of deadly force when deadly force is justified. These weapons may be deployed (consistent with training) in circumstances including, but not limited to, the following:
a. Suicidal subject (where a weapon is displayed)
b. Subject armed with a knife or other weapon (not firearm).
c. Subject violently resisting arrest, where the use of other defensive weapons or tactics would place officers at risk by being in contact range of the suspect.
d. Hostile or aggressive animals where the discharge of a firearm would be inappropriate. 
e. Prior to the deployment of a less-lethal weapon, lethal cover must be provided for the less-lethal weapon Operator. 
F. Weapon Discharge: Prior to discharging a less-lethal shotgun for a law enforcement purpose, the operator will identify himself/herself and state their intention to shoot, when feasible. The operator will also announce his/her intent to discharge the weapon by stating “bean bag,” to warn other officers. The officer deploying the weapon should ensure that notification is given and acknowledged. Once the operator has stopped firing the weapon, the operator should announce that he/she has ceased firing, by stating “all clear.” This will allow other officers to effect an arrest, when practical.
G. Targeting:  All rounds fired with the less lethal weapon will be incompliance with the officer’s training with respect to shot placement on the suspect’s body. Less-lethal impact weapons have the potential for causing death or serious injury. Intentional impacts to the:

a. head, 
b. neck, 
c. throat, 
d. heart, 
e. spine, or
f. other areas of the body, which the officer should know will cause great bodily harm or death, are to be avoided unless the use of deadly force is justified.
H. Transport of the Less Lethal Shotgun: 

a. The Less Lethal Impact Munitions Shotgun will be issued with a case, sling and a designated number of ammunition rounds. NO CONVENTIONAL AMMUNITION (buckshot, slug, etc.) will be placed in or carried with the less lethal “bean bag” shotgun.
b. While in the case, the less lethal “bean bag” shotgun will be carried in SAFE STORAGE condition. SAFE STORGAGE condition is:
i. Action Closed

ii. Chamber empty 

iii. Magazine tube empty 

iv. Safety ON 

I. Post Deployment Mandatory Medical Attention: All persons who have been shot with impact munitions will be transported to the closest hospital for treatment and observation. Officers, with Supervisor approval may transport to the hospital, provided that it appears the persons injuries are superficial. For all other injuries’ EMS must be notified.
J. Reporting Procedures: All discharges shall be reported: 

a. Accidental discharges as well as intentional uses of the less lethal “bean bag” shotgun will be reported to the immediate supervisor as soon as possible. 
b. A Case Report along with any other incident and supplement reports will be completed following all discharges of impact munitions except during training.
c. Officers shall attempt to photograph the area of impact. Depending on the location of the impact, a same sex officer or medical personnel shall take the photograph. The photographs shall be included with the report. 
K. Supervisor Responsibilities:

a. Respond immediately to all incidents of less lethal “bean bag” shotgun deployment. 
b. Ensure proper medical attention is requested.  
c. Prepare Use of Force Report. 
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