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In time for the 2021-22 school year, Reading Plus will be 
accessible from Google Classroom, the fastest growing 
learning management system in recent years. This 
integration will simplify the implementation process for 
educators who use Google Classroom with their students.

Students and educators who use Google Classroom will 
be able to log in to Reading Plus directly—no separate 
login credentials needed. In addition, class rosters will be 
automatically synced from Google Classroom.

Reading Plus Integration with Google Classroom

link

Reading Plus continually gathers customer feedback to enhance the user experience for 
educators and students. We’re pleased to announce the following 2021 back-to-school 
product updates, which include Google Classroom integration, Beginner Skills Sheets, 
SEL writing prompts, and more. Educators and students will benefit from the latest 
innovations in Reading Plus.

To complement our current offering of 160 
SEL-based writing prompts integrated into the 
program, we have created a new library of generic 
SEL writing prompts that can be used with any 
classroom text. These new prompts encourage 
students to deepen their understanding of SEL 
competencies as they strengthen writing skills.

SEL writing prompts ask students to:

 � synthesize information about SEL with  
main ideas from the text. 

 � define a specific SEL competency.
 � connect an SEL competency to the text.
 � connect the text to SEL competencies 

needed in their day-to-day lives.

Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) Writing Prompts

NEW FOR BACK TO SCHOOL 2021

Enhanced Product Features 
and Functionality
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We are expanding our suite of skill-building worksheets for 
students at the lowest reading levels of Reading Plus. The 
Beginner Skills Sheets are crafted for younger students and 
students of any age who will benefit from strengthening early 
literacy skills. 

These sheets will provide short, easy-to-read instruction 
and practice in targeted reading skills such as identifying 
explicit details, determining main ideas, and examining 
genres. Worksheets include a tutorial and practice page with 
comprehension questions where students can apply what 
they have learned.

Beginner Skills Sheets
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Close Reading
Identifying Explicit Details

1A
Lesson 1

B E G I N N E R

What is an explicit (say it like this: ex-PLISS-it) detail? 

• It is information in a text. 

• It is stated clearly. 

• It is important! 

• It may tell you about the topic. 

• It may teach you something. 

• It may help you understand something. 

 ► Read this:

When did people start keeping cats? More than 4,000 years ago! A cat had a job to do. 

Long ago, people grew their own grain. They used the grain to make bread. But who else 

liked to eat grain? Mice! So a cat was a big help. It would hunt the mice. 

� What are some details?

• Who? people

• What? kept cats

• When? more than 4,000 years ago

• Why? a cat had a job to do

• Problem? Rats ate people’s grain

• Solution? a cat hunted mice 

Now suppose you are asked this question:

The text states that long ago, a cat was a big help. Why?

A. It played with young children.

B. It hunted mice that ate people’s grain.

C. It kept itself very clean.

D. It brought good luck to a family.

� Look at the details! Was there information about

• a cat playing with children? No. 

• a cat hunting mice? Yes! But check the other answers too.

• a cat keeping itself clean? No.

• a cat bringing good luck to a family? No.

The correct answer is B. How do you know? Because the text told you so!Copyright © 2021 Reading Plus LLC. All Rights Reserved.www.readingplus.com
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Close Reading
Identifying Explicit Details

1A
Lesson 2

B E G I N N E R

What is an explicit (ex-PLISS-it) detail? 

• It is information in a story.

• It is “right there” in the text. You can point to it! 

• It is important! An explicit detail tells you

• who, what, where, and when

• the problem and the solution(so-LOO-shun)  

 ► Read this part from a story.

Pete doodled in his notebook. He was trying to think. He had a problem. He had very 
little money. And his mom’s birthday was coming. What was he going to do? Mom always 
said homemade gifts were best. But all the stuff he made seemed to fall apart.

“As an arts-and-craftser, I’m a disaster,” he said out loud. Hey, that rhymed! Sort of. 
Maybe he could write a poem for Mom.

� What are some details? Look for information that is “right there.”

• Who is in this story? Pete

• What was Pete’s problem? 

• His mom’s birthday was coming. 

• Pete has no cash to buy a gift. 

• And he is not good at making homemade gifts.

• What is the solution? Pete could write a poem for his mom.

Now read this question:

Petey needed a birthday gift for his mom. What idea did he have for a gift?

A. He could buy his mom a notebook.

B. He could sing a song for his mom.

C. He could give his mom flowers.

D. He could write a poem for his mom.

� Look at the details. What is “right there” in the story? The correct answer to the  
question above is D. How do you know? Because the story told you so! 

Copyright © 2021 Reading Plus LLC. All Rights Reserved.

www.readingplus.com

SKILLS PRACTICE
NAME:

CLASS:

pg 1 of 2

Close Reading
Identifying Explicit Details

1A
Lesson 3

B E G I N N E R

What is an explicit (ex-PLISS-sit) detail? 
• It is information in a text. 
• It is stated clearly. You can point to it! • It can tell you the five “Ws”: 

• who 
• what 
• where 
• when 
• why

 ► Read this paragraph:

Bob Ross was an artist. He used paint to make pictures. He made pictures of nature. He 
made many pieces of art. Bob was born in Florida. He joined the United States Air Force 
when he was 18 years old. He lived on an Air Force base. The base was in Alaska. Alaska 
has a lot of open land. It has a lot of trees. It has a lot of mountains. It has a lot of lakes. 
Bob loved the land. The land gave him joy. Bob wanted to have more joy in his life. He 
wanted to paint. So he started to paint while he was in the Air Force.

� What are the 5 Ws in this text? Look for information that is clearly stated.  
It can help you answer these questions:• Who is this text about? Bob Ross 
• What did Bob do? 

• He painted. He made art. 
• He was in the Air Force. 

• Where did Bob spend his life? Florida and Alaska. • When did Bob start to paint? in the Air Force• Why did Bob start to make art? He wanted more joy in his life. 
� When you read, look for explicit details.  They give you important information about the text.
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Our robust new status page provides real-
time details about Reading Plus’s uptime and 
rare downtime incidents. The page is a visual 
resource for administrators, technical staff, 
and teachers to quickly check the status of the 
Reading Plus applications.

Platform Uptime Status Page

https://status.readingplus.com/

