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64% of U.S. Small Manufacturers Anticipate Growth as 
Business Confidence Rebounds to Pre-COVID Levels

How would you rate your anticipated 
business for the next six months?

Over the next six months, 64% of small 

manufacturers anticipate a mild- to strong-

increase in business.

Emerging concerns for small 
manufacturers.

As small manufacturers begin to look ahead to a 

post-COVID world, 44% identified the rising costs 

of materials and tooling as their number one 

concern.

Compared to the same time last year, 
business for small manufacturers has 
improved.

The report showed a big rebound in business 

confidence for manufacturers, with 56% reporting 

an increase in business, compared to the same 

time last year.

Small manufacturers reported a 
shift in their customer base as many 
factories resumed operations after 
idle periods in 2020.

Small manufacturers anticipate Industrial 

Machining to make up the largest share of their 

business for the next six months. Automotive rose 

107% compared to the same time last year and 

the Medical industry remains a steady source of 

work, with manufacturers anticipating it to make 

up around 27% of their business.
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