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production questions. To view our template tutorials, go 
online to PosterPresentations.com and click on HELP DESK.

When you are ready to print your poster, go online to 
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QUICK START

Zoom in and out
As you work on your poster zoom in and out to the level that is more 

comfortable to you. 
Go to VIEW > ZOOM.

Title, Authors, and Affiliations
Start designing your poster by adding the title, the names of the authors, 
and the affiliated institutions. You can type or paste text into the 
provided boxes. The template will automatically adjust the size of your 
text to fit the title box. You can manually override this feature and 
change the size of your text. 

TIP: The font size of your title should be bigger than your name(s) and 
institution name(s).

Adding Logos / Seals
Most often, logos are added on each side of the title. You can insert a 
logo by dragging and dropping it from your desktop, copy and paste or by 
going to INSERT > PICTURES. Logos taken from web sites are likely to be 
low quality when printed. Zoom it at 100% to see what the logo will look 
like on the final poster and make any necessary adjustments.  

TIP: See if your school’s logo is available on our free poster templates 
page.

Photographs / Graphics
You can add images by dragging and dropping from your desktop, copy 
and paste, or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images 
proportionally by holding down the SHIFT key and dragging one of the 
corner handles. For a professional-looking poster, do not distort your 
images by enlarging them disproportionally.

Image Quality Check
Zoom in and look at your images at 100% magnification. If they look good 
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QUICK START (cont.)

How to change the template color theme
You can easily change the color theme of your poster by going to the 
DESIGN menu, click on COLORS, and choose the color theme of your 
choice. You can also create your own color theme.

You can also manually change the color of your background by going to 
VIEW > SLIDE MASTER.  After you finish working on the master be sure to 
go to VIEW > NORMAL to continue working on your poster.

How to add Text
The template comes with a number of 
pre-formatted placeholders for headers and text 
blocks. You can add more blocks by copying and 
pasting the existing ones or by adding a text box 
from the HOME menu. 

 Text size
Adjust the size of your text based on how much content you have to 
present. The default template text offers a good starting point. Follow 
the conference requirements.

How to add Tables
To add a table from scratch go to the INSERT menu and 
click on TABLE. A drop-down box will help you select rows 
and columns. 

You can also copy and a paste a table from Word or another PowerPoint 
document. A pasted table may need to be re-formatted by RIGHT-CLICK > 
FORMAT SHAPE, TEXT BOX, Margins.

Graphs / Charts
You can simply copy and paste charts and graphs from Excel or Word. 
Some reformatting may be required depending on how the original 
document has been created.

How to change the column configuration
RIGHT-CLICK on the poster background and select LAYOUT to see the 
column options available for this template. The poster columns can also 
be customized on the Master. VIEW > MASTER.

How to remove the info bars
If you are working in PowerPoint for Windows and have finished your 
poster, save as PDF and the bars will not be included. You can also delete 
them by going to VIEW > MASTER. On the Mac adjust the Page-Setup to 
match the Page-Setup in PowerPoint before you create a PDF. You can 
also delete them from the Slide Master.

Save your work
Save your template as a PowerPoint document. For printing, save as 
PowerPoint or “Print-quality” PDF.

Print your poster
When you are ready to have your poster printed go online to 
PosterPresentations.com and click on the “Order Your Poster” button. 
Choose the poster type the best suits your needs and submit your order. 
If you submit a PowerPoint document you will be receiving a PDF proof 
for your approval prior to printing. If your order is placed and paid for 
before noon, Pacific, Monday through Friday, your order will ship out that 
same day. Next day, Second day, Third day, and Free Ground services are 
offered. Go to PosterPresentations.com for more information.

Student discounts are available on our Facebook page.
Go to PosterPresentations.com and click on the FB icon. 
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It is important for Texas health departments to 
conduct targeted testing in their communities to 
identify and treat high-risk individuals before they 
become contagious. Yet, many health departments 
do not have personnel dedicated to this type of 
outreach. Instead departments have to wait for 
reports to come into their offices, a reactionary 
response. Harris County Public Health (HCPH) TB 
Elimination program recently launched its targeted 
testing program in efforts to be proactive about 
Tuberculosis (TB) prevention. The team identified 
the need for testing and developed methods for 
treatment through Video Directly Observed Therapy 
(VDOT) program.

Abstract

Objective

To identify the areas that need to be a priority for 
testing, the team used Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) software to map the 2017-2018 
addresses of people diagnosed with active TB and 
those with TB infections in Harris County. 
Community centers, homeless shelters, local clinics, 
and congregate centers  were located using the 
hotspots on the GIS map as a visual guide. These 
facilities were contacted and given risk assessments. 
If the facilities were determined to be a 
medium-risk or high-risk location they were 
prioritized as a potential testing site.  

After establishing testing methods, the team worked 
on the treatment process. Many of the HCPH 
patients served in this targeted testing effort would 
be experiencing homelessness, worked day-labor 
jobs, or have complex schedules that would not 
accommodate traditional directly observed therapy 
(DOT). With this in mind, we opted into having 
targeted testing patients with TB infections placed 
on VDOT. This would allow our clients flexibility 
and convenience to adhere to their treatment 
regimen. We arranged with the homeless shelters to 
leave cellphones on the premise so that our patients 
experiencing homelessness could still be on the 
program. Additionally, we worked with local clinics 
to help coordinate patient care and even relied on 
local law enforcement to help provide transportation 
to our clinics.

Methods 

Since our launch in January of 2019, we have 
established nine community partnerships where we 
will perform targeted testing on an on-going basis. 
Some of our partners include community members, 
religious figures, medical staff, educators, 
non-profit organization members. 
 Currently, there are four partner sites where we 
have active testing and have solidified future testing 
dates for the remaining five. Currently, our 
percentage of positive IGRA tests is close to 10%, 
which is above the Oxford Diagnostic Labs national 
average of 3%. This offers validity to our strategies 
in identifying high-risk populations. Additionally, of 
those identified as having a latent TB infection, 
about 70% are currently on treatment and being 
observed using VDOT. Our previous targeted 
testing efforts at drug-rehabilitation centers have 
identified TB infections and prevented them from 
becoming active TB patients.

Another very important part of our targeted testing 
effort is community and provider education. In each 
site we educate on average about 40-80 people. We 
have found that there is a gap in knowledge about 
transmission and incidence of TB. Moreover, we 
have initiated physician education. Our team has 
found that many physicians overlook TB as a 
diagnosis, so we have reached out and provided 
educational seminars for physicians and staff to 
bring awareness about TB in Harris County. 

Results 
Conclusion

 Future goals are to continue this important work 
and help protect some of the most vulnerable in our 
communities from having a life-threating illness.  
We aim to work with large hospital systems on 
screening efforts for refugees and other immigrant 
organizations. In addition, we intend to place a large 
emphasis on physician education. 
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Targeted testing is vital to TB prevention and 
control. It is used to identify, test, and treat 
individuals who are at high risk for latent 
tuberculosis infection (LTBI) or at high risk for 
developing TB disease once infected with M. 
Tuberculosis. Identifying individuals with LTBI is 
important to the goal of TB elimination. A popular 
phrase is “testing with the intent to treat” when our 
team identifies high-risk facilities and communities,  
the team work with stakeholders to identify the best 
methods for ensuring adherence to treatment.  This 
includes transportation to clinical facilities, doses of 
medication, and engaging translators. 

Individuals considered high-risk for having LTBI or 
progressing to TB disease include:
Close contacts of an individual with Active TB 
disease
Individuals who have immigrated from TB-endemic 
regions of the world
Individuals with HIV infection
Individuals that participate in injection drug use
Individuals with other medical conditions, such as: 
silicosis and diabetes mellitus.
Individuals who work or reside in congregate 
settings including but not limited to:

– Prisons
– Homeless Shelters
– Nursing Homes
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