
 
Lutheran   High   School’s   Position   Concerning   COVID-19   and   School   Operations  

As   of   August   4,   2020   (subject   to   change)  
 

General   Statements   about   the   Start   of   the   2020-2021   School   Year  
 

● We   are   beginning   school   on   August   12   with   New   Student   Orientation.    August   13   and  
14   will   be   orientation   days   for   all   students   for   being   back   on   campus   by   grade   level.  

● We   understand   parent   nervousness   and   are   actively   praying   for   our   community.  
● We   believe   that   in-person   education   is   superior   to   online   and   hybrid   options.  
● School   is   not   without   risk,   but   current   data   shows   that   student   risk   from   Covid-19   is  

extremely   low.    The   CDC   (Center   for   Disease   Control)   recommends   opening   schools.   
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html  

● Lutheran   High   School   teachers   are   ready   to   teach.  
● Not   every   family   will   agree   with   our   decision   to   reopen.    Families   that   are   not  

comfortable   with   students   being   on   campus   can   make   use   of   the   Zoom-In   option   to  
continue   to   be   a   Lutheran   High   School   student   and   attend   classes   remotely.  

 

Statements   Concerning   Cases   of   Covid-19   at   Lutheran   High   School  
 

● We   do   not   agree   with   the   presupposition   that   controlling   student   behavior   at   school   will  
stop    the   spread   of   a   virus.  

● Positive   cases   may   occur   at   Lutheran   High   School.  
● We   accept   that   when   a   positive   case   occurs,   we   will   receive   criticism   for   either   not  

being   diligent   enough   with   mitigation   and/or   reopening   too   early.   
● As   of   August   4,   we   are   not   aware   of   any   current   staff   or   student   cases   of   coronavirus.  

 

Statements   Concerning   Mitigation   Efforts  
 

● It   is   impossible   to   create   a   high   school   with   perfect   compliance   around   distancing,  
mask-wearing,   and   cleanliness.  

● We   have   little   control   over   student   behavior   outside   of   the   school   day.  
● We   will   encourage   students   to   spread   out   during   the   school   day   as   much   as   possible.  
● We   will   encourage   good   student   hygiene   and   maintain   a   clean   building.  
● Sick   students   will   need   to   stay   home   and   parents/guardians   will   need   to   help   screen  

their   student’s   health   prior   to   coming   to   school   in   the   morning.  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html


● It   appears   that   as   of   today   (August   4)   we   will   have   to   abide   by   the   state-wide   mask  
mandate,   although   we   will   work   diligently   to   not   endanger   the   safety   and   health   of   our  
students   (please   see   the   next   section   on   face   coverings).  

 

Statements   on   Face   Coverings   (as   of   August   4)  
 

● The   governor’s   statewide   mask   mandate   requires   face   coverings   for   students   and  
staff.    This   currently   applies   to   every   high   school   in   Colorado.  

● It   is   not   our   desire   to   force   students   to   wear   masks   during   the   day,   but   we   will   comply  
with   the   guidelines   set   forth   by   TCHD   (Tri-County   Health   Department).  

● We   are   hopeful   that   the   mask   mandate   will   end   soon.    If   the   mandate   ends,  
mask-wearing   will   be   optional   for   students   and   staff.  

● The   short   and   long-term   effects   of   mask-wearing   in   adolescents   has   not   been  
adequately   researched   and   studied.  

● We   have   concerns   about   the   physical,   mental,   and   psychological   short   and   long-term  
effects   of   mask-wearing   in   teenagers.  

● We   have   no   desire   to   ask   students   to   potentially   endanger   their   own   health.  
● During   the   mandate,   w e   will   require   face   coverings   to   be   worn   upon   entering   the  

building   after   a   security   check.    Students   can   be   asked   at   any   time   by   Lutheran   High  
School   staff   to   lower   their   face   coverings   for   school   safety   and   communication  
purposes.  

● We   are   waiting   for   TCHD   to   answer   our   questions   about   when   it   is   appropriate   for  
students   to   remove   them   if   they   feel   like   face   coverings   are   affecting   their   health  
detrimentally.   

● TCHD   has   not   yet   provided   an   answer   for   us   as   to   what   constitutes   a   medical   reason  
for   not   wearing   a   face   covering   for   both   students   and   staff.   

● TCHD   is   awaiting   guidance   from   the   CDPHE   as   to   whether   students   can   remove   their  
masks   when   seated   in   their   desks.  

● We   will   allow   students   and   staff   to   lower   their   masks   for   any   issue   of   “not   feeling   well”  
or   “not   feasible”   during   the   school   day   at   their   discretion.  

● Lutheran   High   School   will   be   a   respectful   environment   for   students   who   believe   that  
mask-wearing   protects   themselves   from   contracting   coronavirus   and   choose   to   do   so  
diligently.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Statements   on   Reporting   Positive   Cases  
 

● The   CDPHE   (Colorado   Department   of   Public   Health   &   Environment)   has   released  
guidance   for   reporting   positive   cases   for   local   county   health   departments.   

● The   CDPHE’s   guidelines   as   written   will   cause   major   disruptions   for   high   schools   when  
a   positive   case   is   reported.  

● TCHD   recently   reached   out   to   schools   and   explained   that   their   requirements   around  
reporting   and   contact   tracing   would   soon   be   clarified   in   light   of   the   CDPHE   guidance.  

● Lutheran   High   School   will   not   be   sharing   specific   student   information   with   a   county  
health   department   unless   it   is   required   to   by   law.  

● We   will   work   with   the   TCHD   around   positive   cases   and   potential   exposures.  
● Care   and   attention   will   be   given   to   the   formation   of   student   schedules   to   have   an   eye  

on   the   same   group   of   students   attending   their   classes   together   as   much   as   possible.  
This   may   lessen   the   impact   if   TCHD   requires   certain   amounts   of   students   to   stay  
home.  

 

Statements   on   Hybrid   Scheduling  
 

● Outside   of   orientation   days,   hybrid   scheduling   (decreasing   the   size   of   the   student   body  
on   campus   at   any   one   time)   will   not   be   used   by   Lutheran   High   School   unless   it   is  
mandated   by   the   state   or   we   deem   it   to   be   prudent.  

● Given   that   data   exists   suggesting   that   coronavirus   spreads   due   to   repeated   long-term  
contact   with   an   infected   individual,   we   feel   like   shorter   time   periods   may   be   better   than  
longer   blocks   of   time   (42   minutes   vs.   80+   minutes).  

● The   entire   Lutheran   high   school   student   body   on   campus   at   once   is   still   less   than   a  
third   of   the   student   bodies   of   local   public   schools.  

● Hybrid   scheduling   increases   the   time   that   students   could   spend   outside   of   the   school  
day   in   contact   with   others.  

 

 
 

  



Student   Protocols   for   Being   On-Campus  
 

Health   Screenings   before   School  
Students   will   conduct   their   own   health   screening   at   home   prior   to   coming   to   school.    Students  
are   encouraged   to   remain   at   home   if   they   are   sick   or   answer   yes   to   any   of   the   following  
symptoms:   fever   (100.4   or   higher),   coughing,   difficulty   breathing,   sore   throat,   chills,   muscle  
aches,   or   loss   of   taste   or   smell,   vomiting   for   any   reason,   excessive   sneezing,   or  
uncharacteristic   lethargy.  
 
We   are   waiting   for   TCHD   guidance   as   to   appropriate   time   to   remain   at   home   if   sick   before  
returning   to   school.  

Arrival   at   School  
 

After   being   dropped   off   or   parking   their   vehicle,   Lutheran   High   school   students   will   use   three  
entrances   in   the   morning   before   school.  
 
Entrances: Juniors   and   seniors   will   enter   through   the   east   upper   doors.  

Sophomores   will   enter   through   the   west   upper   doors.  
Freshmen   will   enter   through   the   main   upper   doors.  

 
Any   student   arriving   later   than   the   start   of   period   1   should   enter   through   the   main   upper  
doors.  
 
Students   should   not   put   their   masks   on   until   they   have   entered   the   building   and   been   visually  
recognized   by   the   teacher/administrator.    Students   should   be   wearing   their   school   ID’s   (when  
distributed)   on   a   Lutheran   High   School   lanyard   when   they   become   available.    Students   should  
proceed   directly   to   their   1st   period   class.    Study   halls   should   report   to   the   gym.  
 

Spacing   During   the   School   Day  
 

Students   should   stay   spread   out   as   much   as   possible   both   in   class   and   outside   of   class.   
 
Classrooms   will   be   arranged   to   utilize   as   much   spacing   as   possible.  
 
All   exterior   exit   doors   of   the   building   can   be   used   to   exit   a   classroom   to   relieve   congestion   in  
the   hallways   between   periods.    Extra   security   and   administrative   help   has   been   added   to  
monitor   this.  
 
Lockers   will   not   be   used   during   the   month   of   August.   Students   may   carry   backpacks   with  
them   during   the   day   until   lockers   become   available.  
 
 



Athletes   and   Team   Strength   students   may   place   their   athletic   bags   in   the   gym   in   the  
designated   area   that   will   be   monitored.  
 
Lunch   will   take   place   in   the   gym   as   well,   allowing   for   maximum   spacing.    Depending   on   the  
coming   TCHD   reporting   guidelines,   students   may   be   assigned   groups   for   lunch.    Students  
may   make   use   of   the   west   lower   patio   area   for   eating   outside.  
 

Student   Hygiene   and   Building   Sanitation  
 

Students   will   daily   be   reminded   to   wash   their   hands   and   practice   good   hygiene.  
 
Teachers   will   be   provided   with   supplies   to   clean   classrooms   as   needed   during   the   school   day.  
 
Hand   sanitizing   units   have   been   installed   throughout   the   building.  
 
Surface   cleaning   will   occur   with   a   day   porter   service   outside   of   the   nightly   cleaning.  
 
 
 
 

Seating   and   Food   Service  
 
All   classes   will   have   assigned   seating   and   seating   charts.  
 
All   study   halls   will   take   place   in   the   gym   with   assigned   seating.  
 
Food   sold   during   lunch   will   be   served   as   “pay,   grab,   and   go.”  
 
Drinking   fountains   will   not   be   in   use,   but   the   water   bottle   filling   stations   will   be   operational.  
 
 
 

Student   Supplies  
 
Students   should   daily   bring   to   school:  

● Hand   sanitizer   if   needed  
● Appropriate   cloth   face   covering   (we   suggest   a   neck   gaiter)  
● Water   bottles  
● Books   and   supplies   in   a   backpack  

 
 
 
 



Shuttles   and   Transportation  
 

Shuttles   from   Denver,   Centennial,   Aurora,   and   Elizabeth   will   run   as   in   previous   years.  
Students   will   have   assigned   seats   on   the   shuttles,   but   appropriate   spacing   will   be   more  
difficult.   
 
Shuttles   begin   on   Monday,   August   17.    Information   for   reserving   shuttle   spots   will   be   emailed  
by   Monday,   August   10.  
 

Student   Illness   During   the   School   Day  
 
If   a   student   becomes   ill   during   the   day,   he/she   should   come   to   the   main   office.    The   student  
will   be   isolated   in   the   back   lobby   area   of   the   main   office   and   parents   will   be   called.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


