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Graphium Health Services

MACRA Compliance Charge Capture AnesthesiaEMR™ Full RCM

The easiest pathway to MACRA 

compliance for anesthesia practices. 

From paper data entry, to mobile iOS 

data entry, to full EMR integration, we 

have your data capture needs 

covered.

Enjoy a claim submission process 

free of couriers, face sheets, and 

paper slips. With a fully electronic 

workflow, we help eliminate lost 

charges, reduce your billing fees, and 

provide real time analytics.

The easiest to learn, easiest to use, 

and most intelligent Anesthesia EMR 

available. Our unique approach 

utilizes a one-of-a-kind, paper-like 

experience with integrated, self-

service intelligence reporting.

Our unified RCM platform brings the 

efficiency of a fully electronic 

workflow to your practice. Our RCM 

plan includes our iPad 

AnesthesiaEMR™ and Full RCM 

services.



30+ Installed States

400+ Installed Facilities

300+ Production Integrations

10,000+ Providers and Surgeons

300k+ of Daily Message Volume

1M+ MACRA case submissions

10+ Years in Business



2021 Quality Payment Program Sources

2021 MIPS Cost User Guide 

2021 Final Rule (906 pages)

CMS Webinars:

CMS Resource Library

2021 Quality Payment Program Final Rule Overview

2021 Quality Payment Program Overview Webinar

https://qpp-cm-prod-content.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/1433/2021%20MIPS%20Cost%20User%20Guide.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2020-26815/medicare-program-cy-2021-payment-policies-under-the-physician-fee-schedule-and-other-changes-to-part
https://qpp.cms.gov/resources/webinars
https://qpp.cms.gov/resources/resource-library
https://qpp-cm-prod-content.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/1273/Overview%20of%20the%202021%20QPP%20Final%20Rule%20Slide%20Deck.pdf
https://qpp-cm-prod-content.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/1436/2021%20Quality%20Payment%20Program%20Overview%20Webinar%20Slide%20Deck.pdf


CPS vs Payment Adjustment



CPS vs Payment Adjustment



CPS vs Payment Adjustment



CPS vs Payment Adjustment



CPS vs Payment Adjustment



MIPS Predicted Financial Results (All Participants)
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CPS vs Payment Adjustment

CPS Adjustment

0 - 15 -9%

15 - 60 -9% - 0%

61 - 84 0% - 1%

85 - 100 1% - 6%



CPS vs Payment Adjustment
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Reasons for MACRA Compliance

Avoid Penalty

Earn Bonus Opportunity
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Reasons for MACRA Compliance

Avoid Penalty Earn Bonus Opportunity

Ongoing Professional Practice Evaluation (OPPE) Compliance

Quarterly Joint Commission Quality Reports (per provider)

Marketing for New Hospital Contracts

Insurance Company Negotiations

Protect from National Anesthesia Groups’ Marketing

Need a Anesthesia Quality Reporting Program

CMS: Physician/Group Compare

https://www.medicare.gov/care-compare/details/group-practice/7315850351?addressId=TX752261339DA621XXSTXX404&city=Dallas&state=TX&measure=group-practice-performance#ProviderDetailsQualityIndicatorsContainer




Composite Performance Score

Performance Category Weight Comments

Promoting Interoperability 0% Re-weighted to 0% for non-patient facing

Cost 20% Based on CMS claims data. No additional data submitted.

Improvement Activities 15% Annual attestation of activities performed over the reporting period

Quality 65% CMS will ONLY count top 6 measures
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Improvement Activities (15%)

>50% of NPIs in your TIN fulfill the activity during continuous 90-days

105 activities available

End of year attestation on behalf of TIN

MACRA Ready™ Manual (PDF) highlights 21 activities

https://qpp.cms.gov/mips/explore-measures?tab=improvementActivities&py=2021


Improvement Activities (15%)

• Use of QCDR for feedback reports that incorporate population health 
(IA_PM_7)

• Tracking of clinician’s relationship to and responsibility for a 
patient by reporting MACRA patient relationship codes (IA_CC_19)

• Use of QCDR data for ongoing practice assessment and 
improvements (IA_PSPA_7)

3 “Easiest” Activities (only need to choose 2):

https://mdinteractive.com/mips_ia/2021-mips-IA_PM_7-use-qcdr-feedback-reports-incorporate-population-health
https://mdinteractive.com/mips_ia/2021-mips-IA_PM_7-use-qcdr-feedback-reports-incorporate-population-health
https://mdinteractive.com/mips_ia/2021-mips-IA_CC_19-tracking-clinicians-relationship-and-responsibility-patient-reporting-macra-patient-relationship
https://mdinteractive.com/mips_ia/2021-mips-IA_CC_19-tracking-clinicians-relationship-and-responsibility-patient-reporting-macra-patient-relationship
https://mdinteractive.com/mips_ia/2021-mips-IA_PSPA_7-use-qcdr-data-ongoing-practice-assessment-and-improvements
https://mdinteractive.com/mips_ia/2021-mips-IA_PSPA_7-use-qcdr-data-ongoing-practice-assessment-and-improvements


Use of QCDR for feedback reports that incorporate population health (IA_PM_7)

Activity Description

Use of a QCDR to generate regular feedback reports that summarize local practice patterns and treatment 
outcomes, including for vulnerable populations.

Suggested Documentation

Evidence of use of qualified clinical data registry (QCDR) data and support to identify local/geographical 
practice patterns and clinical outcomes, particularly among underserved, vulnerable, and special-needs 
populations. By vulnerable populations/patients, CMS is referring to racial and ethnic minorities, refugees, 
those who are elderly, financially disadvantaged, or without health insurance, and those who have a disability 
or medical condition which are associated with disparities in outcomes across populations. Include at least 
one of the following elements:


1) QCDR agreement – Documented arrangement with a QCDR to generate feedback reports summarizing 
local practice patterns and treatment outcomes, including for vulnerable populations; OR

2) Feedback reports – Copies of feedback reports provided by a QCDR that summarize local practice 
patterns and treatment outcomes with focus on vulnerable populations.



Tracking of clinician’s relationship to and responsibility for a patient by reporting 
MACRA patient relationship codes (IA_CC_19)

Activity Description

To receive credit for this improvement activity, a MIPS eligible clinician must attest that they reported 
MACRA patient relationship codes (PRC) using the applicable HCPCS modifiers on 50 percent or more of 
their Medicare claims for a minimum of a continuous 90-day period within the performance period. 
Reporting the PRC modifiers enables the identification of a clinician’s relationship with, and responsibility for, 
a patient at the time of furnishing an item or service. See the CY 2018 PFS final rule (82 FR 53232 through 
53234) for more details on these codes.



Use of QCDR data for ongoing practice assessment and improvements 
(IA_PSPA_7)

Suggested Documentation

Documented use of QCDR data for ongoing practice assessment and improvements in patient safety. 
Include both of the following elements:


1) Use of QCDR for assessment – Feedback reports provided by the QCDR that demonstrate ongoing 
practice assessments in patient safety; AND

2) Use of QCDR for improvement – Documentation of how the practice is using QCDR data and 
documentation of intended improvements in patient safety for the specific populations targeted (e.g., 
documentation of standard tools, processes for screening, use of standard questionnaires, or use of QCDR 
data that are used for quality improvement, such as population-level analysis to assess for adverse 
outcomes).



Quality Category (65%)

Best 6 measures will be counted

Each measure will count from 0 - 10 points

Performance Met for each measure compared to national average

Points per measure allocated based on your decile Performance Met

Report on >70% of patients for year



Tips for MACRA Success

Educate all Anesthesiologists and CRNAs on 2021 measure definitions

Review projected results in Graphium Dashboards (app.graphiumemr.com)

Ensure MACRA Ready™ forms are complete

Educate providers when needed
What is a “difficult airway”?

What is a “second provider”?

What are OSA “mitigation strategies”?

http://app.graphiumemr.com


Participation Status and Reporting Options

Reporting Thresholds
Bill more than $90,000 for Part B covered professional services, and

See more than 200 Part B patients, and

Provide more than 200 covered professional services to Part B patients

https://qpp.cms.gov/participation-lookup

https://qpp.cms.gov/mips/mips-eligibility-determination-periods

https://qpp.cms.gov/participation-lookup
https://qpp.cms.gov/mips/mips-eligibility-determination-periods


Reporting Timeline

2021 2022 2023

Jan 1st - Dec 31st

MIPS payment adjustments 
are applied on a claim-by- 
claim basis to covered 
professional services billed 
under the PFS and rendered 
between January 1 and 
December 31, 2023

Jan 15th

Final data submission to Graphium

March 31st

QCDR data submission to CMS

Summer Initial results provided by CMS

Fall Appeal CMS results

Feb 1st

Graphium data submission to QCDR

Jan 1st - Dec 31st

Performance Period

Projected results 
available via Graphium 
Dashboards

Dec 31st

TIN attestations for IAs



2021 MACRA Ready™ Forms



2021 MACRA Measures

ABG 42: Known or Suspected Difficult Airway Mitigation Strategies

QID 404: Anesthesiology Smoking Abstinence

QID 430: Prevention of Post-Operative Nausea and Vomiting

QID 424: Perioperative Temperature Management

QID 477: Multimodal Pain Management

AQI 62: Obstructive Sleep Apnea: Patient Education

AQI 48: Patient-reported experience with Anesthesia

AQI 68: Obstructive Sleep Apnea: Mitigation Strategies

ABG 40: Hypotension Prevention After Spinal Placement for 
Elective Cesarean Section

ABG 41: Upper Extremity Nerve Blockade in Shoulder Surgery

AQI 56: Use of Neuraxial Techniques and/or Peripheral Nerve 
Blocks for Total Knee Arthroplasty (TKA)

MEDNAX 53: Use of Capnography for Non-Operating Room Anesthesia

MEDNAX 54: Labor Epidural Failure when Converting from Labor 
Analgesia to Cesarean Section Anesthesia



40 Outcomes (Major and Minor)

Cardiac arrest (unplanned)

Myocardial ischemia

Myocardial infarction

Dysrhythmia requiring intervention

Unexpected death

Uncontrolled HTN

Stroke, CVA, or coma

Vascular injury (arterial/pneumothorax)

Pneumothorax (related to anes)

Aspiration

Failed regional anesthetic

Systemic local anesthesia toxicity

Peripheral nerve injury following regional

Wet tap

Temperature <95.9 or 35.5

Reintubation (planned trial extubation)

Reintubation (no trial extubation)

Inadequate reversal

Intractable N/V

Unexpected postop ventilation

Medication administration error

Adverse transfusion reaction

Anaphylaxis

Opioid reversal required

Wrong site surgery

Wrong patient

Wrong surgical procedure

Unplanned hospital admission

Unplanned ICU admission

Dental trauma

Visual loss

MH

Awareness under GA

Unable to intubate

Airway fire in OR

Corneal abrasion

Equipment malfunction

Fall in OR

Other

Prolonged PACU stay



5 Process Quality Measures

Surgical safety checklist used

Handoff protocol used

Current medications documented in medical record

PACU normothermia

PACU pain control



MACRA Ready Form™ Layout
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2021 Additional MACRA Measures

ABG 40: Hypotension Prevention After Spinal Placement for 
Elective Cesarean Section

ABG 41: Upper Extremity Nerve Blockade in Shoulder 
Surgery

AQI 56: Use of Neuraxial Techniques and/or Peripheral 
Nerve Blocks for Total Knee Arthroplasty (TKA)

MEDNAX 53: Use of Capnography for Non-Operating Room 
Anesthesia

MEDNAX 54: Labor Epidural Failure when Converting from 
Labor Analgesia to Cesarean Section Anesthesia



2021 MACRA Ready™ iOS Demo

Better form completion rates

Dynamic question requirement feedback

Easy to use Templates

Access to optional MACRA Definitions Page

Any user may add data from anywhere at any time

No more illegible fields

Results immediately available in Dashboards



MACRA Ready™ Dashboards



2021 MACRA Ready™ Dashboard…

app.graphiumemr.com

http://app.graphiumemr.com


2021 MACRA Ready™ Dashboard…

app.graphiumemr.com

http://app.graphiumemr.com


2021 Advanced Analytics



Additional Resources (Share with your group)

2021 MACRA Ready™ Manual (PDF file) 2021 MACRA Definition Summary page



Questions: Info@GraphiumHealth.com


