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On behalf of the Caldwell Academy Task Force, it is with great pride that I
present the 2020-2021 Re-Opening Guide. The information which follows
represents an incredible collaboration between a host of individuals touching
on daily student life, campus cleaning and operations, general preparedness
and more. Our team has been working diligently to produce a plan that
emphasizes the social and emotional health of our students as well as their
physical health and wellness. My sincere hope is that the Caldwell community
will embrace the spirit of togetherness and partnership this guide calls for
while also recognizing that there are questions still to be answered. When
you're not sure why a policy has changed or why an inconvenient protocol was
implemented, it's likely because we want to return to an environment that is
engaging and joyful while mitigating the risk of a virus reemergence.
The unique challenges presented by COVID-19 require a commitment to
adaptation and flexibility only made possible through our attention to detail
and diligent communication. As the beginning of the school year nears, we
covet your prayers. Yes, things will look different for a while; however, the
Caldwell spirit I am quickly learning about runs far deeper than our present
adversity. Thank you for your support. May our best days lie ahead.

DANA HARBOR
Grammar School Assistant Principal

KRISTEN PLASMAN
Dialectic School Principal

ERIC SHILLING
Rhetoric School Principal

LESLIE LIEBMANN
Academic Dean

DAN BOZARTH
Athletic Director

ALLISON TWIGG
Fine Arts Director

Caldwell Academy's Re-opening Guide is
based on the professional opinions from the
following public health guideline organizations:

Soli Deo Gloria,
TIM HOLLAND
Head of School

Distinctly Christian. Distinctly Classical. Distinctly Community.
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Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)

In addition to:
State of North Carolina
Local medical professionals

ACADEMICS
ON CAMPUS LEARNING
ALL SCHOOL
Google Classroom will be implemented at a grade and subject appropriate level. This will help the Caldwell
community become familiar with this platform should a transition to remote learning become necessary
during the school year.
Additional outdoor classrooms have been constructed to allow for increased distancing, enhanced learning
opportunities and to provide a break from face coverings.
Expanded WiFi coverage has been installed to facilitate both indoor and outdoor instruction.
Classroom furniture will be arranged to allow for maximum possible distancing between students, including 3
feet between student desks. Larger gathering spaces have been marked with 6 feet spacing to allow for the
maximum allowed occupancy while ensuring a safe environment.
One-way directional signs will be used around campus to limit hallway traffic.
Physical Education course offerings are being evaluated for safety based on public health guidelines.

GRAMMAR SCHOOL
To begin the school year, most specialty teachers will travel to each homeroom. Students will still attend
computer class in the Computer Lab.
Each day will begin with prayer, pledge, music and announcements through the PA system in each classroom.

DIALECTIC SCHOOL
Strategic student scheduling, staggered class transition times, and locker assignments will be arranged to limit
hallway traffic.
All elective courses will operate as normal.
Dialectic forum will be hosted in each homeroom and will be a combination of pre-recorded videos, a livestream forum, and small group discussions.
Students will be required to leave their phone in their locker during the school day unless instructed otherwise
by a teacher.

RHETORIC SCHOOL
Strategic student scheduling, staggered class transition times, and locker assignments will be arranged to limit
hallway traffic.
Rhetoric forums will be substituted for a focus on small group gatherings.
Phone storage in each classroom will be eliminated, and students will be required to leave their phones in their
lockers during the school day unless instructed otherwise by a teacher.
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ACADEMICS
REMOTE LEARNING
IN THE CASE OF SCHOOL-WIDE CLOSURE
Should we face a campus-wide closure, the Administration of Caldwell Academy will partner with
teachers, families and students to ensure that education can continue. More information will be
made available to you in the coming days regarding Caldwell's proactive plan for remote learning.

IN THE CASE OF INDIVIDUAL ABSENTEE
Should a student be absent for reasons such as illness, exposure to a COVID-19 positive
individual, etc., the student must comply with the public health guidelines before returning to
campus. Caldwell is committed to the continued education of all students, including those who
may need to quarantine after exposure. Partnership with the Caldwell Academy faculty will be
imperative as we seek to provide a productive, engaging learning experience. The faculty will
maintain close communication with families throughout absenteeism.

TK-2nd Grade
Facets of Google Classroom will be utilized as developmentally age appropriate during
absence. Additional resources may be made available to parents.
3rd - 5th Grade
Google Classroom will be the primary platform for students who are absent.

Dialectic and Rhetoric Schools
When students are absent from class, they will be expected to check Google classroom for their
assignment(s) and to communicate with their teachers regarding expectations.

QUARANTINE
Should a student, faculty or staff member test positive for COVID-19 or come in contact with
someone who has, he/she should follow the most recent regulations provided by the public
health guidelines. See "Health & Wellness: Quarantine Guidelines" below in the Re-Opening
Guide.
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ACADEMICS
FIELD TRIPS
ALL SCHOOL
Any time that transportation is provided by Caldwell Academy, the vehicle will be seated at half capacity in
order to ensure proper distancing between students.
Sanitizing stations have been added to Caldwell Academy buses in an effort to maintain a clean environment
for the students.

GRAMMAR SCHOOL
No field trips will take place in the first 30 days.
Future field trips will be considered according to the regulations and guidelines established at that time.

DIALECTIC SCHOOL
All overnight Dialectic field trips are postponed until spring 2021.
Service project field trip participation will be determined according to the regulations and guidelines in place in
the days leading up to the scheduled project.

RHETORIC SCHOOL
All Rhetoric field trips are postponed until spring 2021.
Future field trips will be determined based on the regulations and guidelines established at the time.
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HEALTH & WELLNESS
PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES

FACE COVERINGS
All faculty, staff and TK-12th Grade students are required to wear a cloth face covering over
their mouth and nose while on campus unless they are outside and 6 feet apart or eating during
designated break times and at lunch.
TK and Kindergarten students may take their face coverings off while in the classroom.
Staff and faculty may remove the face covering when alone in an office/classroom and
may utilize a face shield when necessary or helpful in instruction.
1st-12th grade students will have staggered outdoor breaks during which they will be
allowed to remove their face coverings.
Students must wear their face covering before exiting their vehicle in the morning and
from their classroom to their vehicle during dismissal.

TEMPERATURE CHECKS
Families will soon be provided with information about how to self-report students'
temperatures and other health-related questions each morning. This information must be
provided by 7:30 a.m. Staff, faculty, lunch vendors and all other essential personnel will also
undergo a daily screening to ensure the safety of our community. More information will be
shared before the start of school.
Grammar School
Grammar School staff will provide a list of those who have not self-reported and will require
that the family complete the reporting before drop-off.
Dialectic & Rhetoric Schools
Students will enter Smith Hall through a check point to confirm that a self-report has been
received. If not, the student will be screened before being allowed in the building.

DISTANCING
Teachers will prioritize distancing when arranging classrooms by eliminating unnecessary
furniture and increasing space between student desks. Distancing guidelines established by the
American Academy of Pediatrics will be upheld throughout the school year.
Staff, faculty, students and visitors should pay special attention to the directional signs and
distancing markers throughout campus so as to comply with one-way traffic and necessary
distancing in high traffic areas.
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HEALTH & WELLNESS
PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES

SCHOOL NURSE
Caldwell will employ a full-time school nurse. She will be a vital part of making sure that the
health of our staff and students is being monitored and addressed promptly and
appropriately.

HAND WASHING
Caldwell Academy will practice and encourage frequent hand washing among students,
faculty, and staff. There will be an increased presence of hand sanitizer throughout campus.

SANITATION AND SAFETY
Caldwell Academy has purchased an electrostatic cleaning machine, UV-C sanitizing wands,
and NanoSeptic self-disinfecting material for efficient sanitation of high-use spaces and hightouch point spots.
Caldwell's Cleaning and Operations Staff have been trained and certified on new post
pandemic procedures. The team will implement more frequent cleaning schedules during the
day and an increased focus on sanitizing classrooms and common areas in the evenings.
Faculty will be provided with additional disinfectants for use throughout the day in areas that
need more constant attention.
All interior and exterior water fountains will be closed, however filtered bottle filling stations
will remain available.
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HEALTH & WELLNESS
QUARANTINE GUIDELINES

SYMPTOMATIC OF COVID-19
A person who develops symptoms suggestive of COVID-19, including fever or chills, cough,
shortness of breath, fatigue, muscle aches, headache, loss of taste or smell, sore throat, nasal
congestion, nausea or vomiting, or diarrhea, should not come to school and should contact
their primary care physician. A doctor's note will be required in order for the student to return
to in-person learning.

EXPOSURE TO COVID-19
A person who has been in direct contact with a COVID-19 positive person should quarantine
at home for 14 days to see if symptoms develop. If none develop, they can return to the
classroom. If symptoms develop, they should contact their primary care physician for potential
testing. If a family member tests positive, the student would need to quarantine.

POSITIVE COVID-19 TEST
A person who tests positive should isolate at home until at least 10 days have passed since the
test result returned or symptoms first appeared and at least one day has passed since recovery,
defined as resolution of fever without the use of fever-reducing medications and improvement
in respiratory symptoms such as cough and shortness of breath. The primary care physician
should determine if a subsequent negative COVID-19 test is needed.

NOTIFICATIONS
Should a student be exposed to a potential case of COVID-19, the parent(s)/guardian(s) of
that child will be notified directly. A broader communication will be shared when necessary.
The name(s) of student(s) who test positive for COVID-19 will remain anonymous.
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CAMPUS LIFE
GRAMMAR - DIALECTIC - RHETORIC
CALDWELL ATHLETICS
August 3 | The NCISAA will deliver Return to Play Protocols which will include
guidance on the following topics: health screenings, masks, spectators, social distancing,
sports medicine requirements, etc.
August 10 | Full Varsity practices may begin for low to moderate risk sports. This
includes all Caldwell fall sports programming.
August 20 | Dialectic tryouts may begin
August 24 | Scrimmages may begin for Varsity sports
August 31 | Official games may begin for Varsity and Dialectic sports
The Athletic Department will live stream athletic events through the NFHS Network.

CALDWELL PERFORMING ARTS
Performing Arts classes will continue as normal with appropriate distancing and precautions.
All in-person performances will adhere to the public health guidelines established at that time.
Band
No instruments will be shared in regular band class.
Bell-shaped instruments, such as the trumpet and trombone, will use bell coverings.
Participants who cannot feasibly wear a mask over the mouth while playing an instrument
should wear a face covering on the chin and move it over the mouth when resting.
Wind instruments will be provided with instrument-specific covering requirements.
Students in the exploratory wheel class will follow the above guidelines.
All instruments will be cleaned and sanitized between uses. Reeds will not be shared and
will be provided for each student when necessary.
Choir & Drama
Each student will have their own copies of sheet music/scripts which will not be shared.
Information on facial coverings specific to this class will be sent home to parents.
Rehearsals will follow social distancing guidelines.
Piano Lab
Pianos will be disinfected between uses, and students will be assigned to specific pianos if
possible.
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CAMPUS LIFE
GRAMMAR - DIALECTIC - RHETORIC
EAGLES' ZONE
Eagles’ Zone will be provided for registered TK students from 12:30 - 5:30 p.m. and for
K-5th Grade students from 2:30 - 5:30 p.m.
TK & Kindergarten students will remain in the Kindergarten wing for Eagles' Zone.
The same health and safety standards from the school day will be upheld in Eagles’ Zone.
Afternoon snack, homework time, and plenty of outdoor playtime/exercise will be
provided.
We will send an email to registered Eagles’ Zone parents with specific procedural
information as it gets closer to the beginning of the school year.

LUNCH
Grammar School
To begin the school year, Grammar students will eat lunch in their classroom, utilizing outside
spaces on a rotational basis. We will review the possibility of Grammar students utilizing
Caldwell Hall Commons on a rotational basis.

Dialectic & Rhetoric Schools
Students will eat lunch using both Caldwell Hall Commons and the outdoor space provided in
the courtyard area when the weather permits. In the event of inclement weather, we will
alternate indoor spaces for lunch by grade level.

Senior Lunch
To begin the school year, Seniors will not be permitted to leave campus for lunch. We will reevaluate this regulation as the school year progresses.

Lunch Vendors
Caldwell Administration is working with the lunch vendors to provide excellent hot lunch that
is also served in a way that maintains health and safety standards.

Lunch Visitors
No visitors will be allowed on campus for lunch. This includes but is not limited to parents,
grandparents, alumni, and former students.

BREAK TIME
Students will take morning and afternoon outdoor breaks, scheduled to allow ample space for
students to spread out. When weather does not permit an outdoor break, the students will be
provided a break in the classroom.
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CAMPUS LIFE
GRAMMAR - DIALECTIC - RHETORIC
CARPOOL
All students must put on their face coverings before exiting their vehicle and from their
classroom to their vehicle during dismissal.
Students may not be dropped off any earlier than 7:50 a.m. No school activities will begin
before 7:50 a.m.

Grammar School
Grammar students may ONLY be dropped off and picked up in the carpool line.
To begin the school year, parents may not walk their students into the building.
Grammar students will go directly to their classrooms.

Dialectic & Rhetoric Schools
Parents can drop students off in front of Smith Hall or park in front of the building and
have their students exit the car.
All students must be picked up in the carpool line at dismissal. Students will be assigned a
number and will remain in their classrooms until their number has been called.
Student drivers and siblings may leave at the end of the day independently.

DAILY SCHEDULE
Division
Grammar
Dialectic
Rhetoric

Start of School
8:00 a.m.
8:15 a.m.
8:15 a.m.

Mon-Th Dismissal
2:30 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.

Friday Dismissal
2:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.

Please note that activities previously held before school have been altered for the start of the
school year. They will be re-evauluated as the school year progresses:
No voluntary Bible study groups will be held before school.
AP Government will be taught remotely on Wednesday and Thursday from 7:00 - 7:45 a.m.
Caldwell Singers will not have before school rehearsal.
Before school tutoring in the ARC and Grammar building will not be available.
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CAMPUS LIFE
GRAMMAR - DIALECTIC - RHETORIC

VISITORS
Visitors will not be permitted on campus. Outside of students, staff, faculty, lunch vendors and
other essential personnel, no one will be allowed on campus for the time being.
Parent Volunteers
Parent volunteers are a huge part of Caldwell's community culture. However, on-campus volunteer
opportunities will not be available at the start of school. Opportunities to volunteer off-campus will
be communicated throughout the school year. Again, this policy will be re-evaluated as the school
year progresses.
Parent-Teacher Conferences
Parents will only be permitted on campus for pre-arranged teacher conferences after completing a
health screening and will be required to wear a face covering while on campus.
Drop-off of Forgotten Items
A table will be set up in the Grammar School (just before entering through the double doors)
for parents to drop off lunches, forgotten items, etc.
A table will be set up in Founders Hall near the main office where any lunches, uniforms,
athletic gear etc. should be dropped off for Dialectic and Rhetoric students. Lunches need to be
dropped off 30 minutes before the student’s lunch period. Lunches will be delivered to the
Commons for pick up by the students.
Late Arrivals and Early Dismissals
Additional information regarding early dismissals and late arrivals will be communicated before the
start of school.
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FAQ
GRAMMAR - DIALECTIC - RHETORIC

Can my student elect to begin the school year learning remotely?
Not at this time. Caldwell’s teachers are focusing their preparation toward instructing students inperson on campus. If public health dictates a return to a remote learning environment, we will shift
that focus by making the transition better equipped and armed with the experience gained during the
2020 spring semester. We plan to meet the needs of the entire school community should remote
learning become necessary.

If my child has to be quarantined, will Caldwell Academy support his or her learning needs?
Yes, Caldwell plans to support the needs of students who are required to remain off campus for a
temporary period of time due to quarantine. We are not prepared to offer extended/indefinite remote
learning as an educational option while we are in-person on campus. We are, however, exploring an
instructional design that may allow for a rich, extended remote experience at a future date.

Will Caldwell Academy follow the guidelines and procedures outlined in the Re-Opening
Guide for the entire school year?
The safety of our students (and families), faculty, staff, and administration is our first priority. Should
public health guidance deem it safe to loosen the restrictions outlined in our guide, we will evaluate
available information and consult with medical professionals before arriving at a final decision.

Will Caldwell Academy grant exemptions allowing students not to wear face coverings?
No, for the safety of all students, faculty, staff, and administration, face coverings are to be worn in
compliance with the procedures outlined in this guide.
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PLEDGE
CHRISTIAN - CLASSICAL - COMMUNITY
As we unify in our efforts to continue providing classical Christian education at Caldwell Academy, we
must remember that to thrive in community, we must operate with a communal mindset of doing what is
best for the whole rather than what serves an individual's best interest. As we navigate the 2020-2021
school year, we ask that each of our Caldwell community members pledge to doing their part in making
this school year a success.

AS A CALDWELL ACADEMY PARENT, I WILL...
Support the procedures outlined in the Re-Opening Guide.
Commit to reading the Eagles’ Call communication every week.
Partner with the school in the tough decisions.
Have a plan in place to pick up my student(s) within one hour of him/her showing symptoms at
school.

AS A CALDWELL ACADEMY STUDENT, I WILL...
Respect others by following the policies in place to help limit the spread of the virus.
Support and abide by the school's policies on face coverings.
Maintain a positive attitude.
Fulfill my academic responsibilities with integrity.

AS A CALDWELL ACADEMY STAFF/FACULTY MEMBER, I WILL...
Partner with and pray for students and their families.
Support the procedures outlined in the Re-Opening Guide.
Remain flexible and consistent.
Maintain effective communication with students and their families.
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