
















































Allzrite Academy

In January 2021, Allzrite Academy shifted from all online instruction to a combination 
of online and in-person instruction.  This was a welcome change for students, faculty members, 
staff and other members of the Allzrite community.  Madison, like many of her peers, was 
looking forward to returning to in-class learning after being stuck in the house for such a long 
period of time.  She especially was looking forward to seeing her friends in person. As a senior, 
Madison was scheduled for in-class learning on Mondays and Thursdays.  While in school 
students were required to wear facial masks and reminded to wash their hands frequently and 
to use hand sanitizer located in every classroom and throughout the school.  Most students 
considered the masks to be a nuisance but understood the necessity of wearing them.



One day, after third period, Madison grabbed her lunch from her locker and proceeded 
to the dining hall to meet up with some of her friends.  When Madison arrived to the dining 
hall, she spotted a couple of her closest friends sitting at a table, but was unable to sit with them 
because the table was full.  Only four students were allowed per table, which were spaced six 
feet apart.  Madison noticed that her friend, Jameson, was sitting at a table with one open seat.  
Madison hurried over to snag the seat before it was taken.  After a quick air fist bump, Madison 
sat down and began to eat her lunch.  Madison was eager to remove her mask as it was starting 
to irritate her skin.  After Madison removed her mask, Alex, one of the students at the table, said 
to Madison, “Feels good doesn’t it.” Madison responded, “It sure does.”  Alex then said, “It’s 
because of you that we have to wear these stupid masks.”  Madison questioned whether she 
had heard Alex correctly, and asked him, “What did you say?”  Alex responded, “It’s because of 
people like you that we have to wear these stupid masks.”  Sam, who was also sitting at the 
table, began to laugh.  Jameson, in response, said, “Alex, you’re a**hole” and “Sam, you’re an 
a**hole for laughing.”  Jameson then turned to Madison and said, “Let’s get out of here.”  
Madison responded, “No.  Why should we leave. It’s not like I haven’t heard this crap before. I 
don’t expect anything more from a sophomore.”  Jameson said, “Well I’m leaving.  You can stay 
if you want to.  Call me later.” 



After Jameson left, Madison continued eating, trying her best to ignore Alex and Sam.  
As Madison opened her water bottle to take a sip, Alex began shaking the table causing the water 
to spill onto Madison’s lap.  Madison quickly pushed her chair away from the table and stood 
up. Students nearby started to stare.  Alex began laughing, and Sam joined in.  Alex said, “It’s 
just a little water. I’m just kidding.”  Alex added, “But seriously, what’s the big deal. Everyone 
knows it started in your country.”  Madison responded, “Jameson was right. You are an a**hole.”  
Madison then grabbed her things and began to walk away.  Alex, in a sarcastic tone, said, “I’m 
sorry.  I was just kidding. Come back.”  Madison continued walking and exited the dining hall.  
After Alex left, a staff member walked over to Alex and Sam and asked what happened.  Alex 
said, “I don’t know. I think she got upset because she spilled water on her clothes.”

Later that day, during 5th period, Jameson texted Madison to see how she was doing.  
The faculty member told Jameson to pay attention and to put her phone away.  After class, 
Jameson apologized to the faculty member and explained that she was texting Madison to see 
how she was doing. Jameson told the faculty member what occurred in the dining hall.  The 
faculty member asked Jameson how Madison was doing, and Jameson said, “I think she’s fine. 
She reacted more calmly than I did.”  The faculty member thanked Jameson for sharing.  The 
faculty member told Jameson that she would follow up with Madison.  Jameson said, “Please 
don’t tell her I told you.”  Given that it was the end of the school day, the faculty member 
decided it was best to follow up with Madison, in person, on Thursday during homeroom. 



Later that night, Madison was online doing her homework when she started receiving 
DMs from her friends asking, “What happened?”  “Are you okay?”  Madison, at first, had no 
idea what they were talking about.  She then realized that Jameson had posted something on 
Instagram regarding the incident.  Madison sent a DM to Jameson, “Really! Instagram! Why did 
you do that?” Jameson responded, “I’m sorry! But you shouldn’t have to deal with that crap.  
Not here. Not anywhere - #stopantiasianbias.”  Madison replied, “You should’ve asked me first -
#notyourstoshare.”

Much to Madison’s relief, the texts and DMs subsided the next day. She hoped things 
would blow over by the time she returned to campus that Thursday.  However, on Wednesday, 
Madison again began to receive text messages and DMs from her friends.  She also received 
DMs from students she did not know.  Madison went on the Instagram site and was surprised to 
see the number of posts about the incident.  Some students indicated that they were shocked 
that this happened at Allzrite.  Other students indicated that they were not surprised and stated 
that this was not the first bias incident at Allzrite, and shared other incidents where students 
have been teased or harassed based on their identities or perceived identities. In addition, some 
students posted links to news articles and online videos of Asian Americans being harassed or 
assaulted due to COVID, including a viral video of an Asian man being accosted by a stranger 
on a bus.  There were also a couple of anonymous posts, one included the Chinese flag covered 
by a mask. 



After viewing the posts, Madison decided that she did not want to return to campus the 
next day. Madison feared being bombarded with questions and wanted time to process 
everything.  Madison also hoped that things would calm down over the weekend.  Madison 
emailed her guidance counselor and asked if should could attend classes remotely tomorrow.  
When the guidance counselor asked why, Madison said, “Something was posted about me 
online. I’m fine, but I don’t want my physical presence to cause a distraction.”  The guidance 
counselor asked Madison for more information, and Madison said that she wasn’t ready to talk 
about it. The guidance counselor said, “Well, let’s plan to talk on Tuesday, when you return to 
school.  I’m here if you want to talk before then.” 
















