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One of the greatest challenges for entrepreneurs, innovators, and leaders alike is 

to overcome the status quo bias of their customers, clients, or constituents. People 

don’t like to change unless there is a compelling, super-credible, and pressing 

reason to do so. Typically, there are greater incentives to focus on more immediate 

needs; for a business, it’s the quarterly earnings and financial return to shareholders, 

and for politicians, it’s the next election cycle.

Unfortunately, the biggest problems facing humanity—the global grand challenges—

and the biggest opportunities we have are on very long time horizons, so they do 

not feel urgent. Being deluged with increasing amounts of information and “fake 

news” makes it harder and harder to discern what is credible, which only further 

serves to distract people from focusing on our most dire issues at hand, such 

as the climate crisis and the troubled state of our global education system. And 

having only a vague notion of what the future may hold makes the need for change 

feel deceptively less compelling. As Peter Diamandis likes to say, “the day before 

something is a breakthrough, it’s a crazy idea,” and rarely does someone want to 

invest in or follow a “crazy” idea. 

At SU, we’ve come to realize that the narrative arc is a critical tool in overcoming 

barriers to change, reversing this status quo bias, and encouraging people to 

consider what our world will look like and need 30 years into the future with a 

greater sense of urgency. Can we create a credible vision and story of the future 

that is so engaging and inspiring that it compels us to action? Maybe more to the 

point, have we ever been compelled to action by anything other than a powerful 

story? 

To date, we’ve successfully utilized science fiction storytelling to help today’s 

leaders visualize the future of their industries and organizations, and innovate to 

take advantage of the coming technology disruptions and opportunities. We’ve 

guided many leading companies like Lowe’s, Bayer, and Airbus using this method 

of turning science fiction into science fact. The impact on their businesses has been 

profound, but the impact on the world can be even greater as their advancements 

continue to improve our quality of life.

Given these positive outcomes, we thought it was time to apply the same 

methodology to the most important problems—the global grand challenges. If 

we can articulate the possible future in vivid enough detail, with researched and 

credible roadmaps to achieve them, perhaps we can overcome the status quo bias 

and spark new innovations and impact initiatives. To get started, we applied this 

approach to help us envision the future of learning. 

We conducted a Future of Learning Science Fiction Design Intelligence (SciFi DI) 
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workshop and convened more than 50 SU Faculty, staff, startups, and members 

of our global community, as well as local teachers, students, nonprofits, and 

foundations all connected to the field of learning. Together, we explored trends 

in exponential technologies, took a deep dive into augmented reality and virtual 

reality, discussed the future of learning and work, and more. We identified current 

challenges in the global education system and then re-imagined these challenges 

after assuming a number of technological and social advances that could occur 

within fifteen years. 

We then led the participants through a process of capturing the life and story of an 

individual living fifteen years into the future, which artists and writers in the room 

transformed into the graphic novel you now hold in your hands. 

We hope you’ll enjoy following the journey of the central characters Yabi and Carlo, 

their Nepis (personalized AIs), families, and friends as they learn and thrive in a 

future world. Through the adventures of these compelling characters, we explore 

central questions about the future purpose of learning, what it will mean to be a 

student or teacher in the future, what a school might look like in the future, what a 

curriculum might look like, and what life might feel like in general. 

In particular, we imagined a world where a school could follow the student instead 

of the student attending a school, where today’s learning curriculum and grading 

system is replaced by students advancing in their learning by solving real-life 

problems, where the boundary between being a student and teacher blurs, and 

where adults and children often learn together.

While I hope you’ll enjoy immersing yourself in this particular version of the future, 

I encourage you to design your own. What will a student, teacher, school, and 

curriculum look like? What technologies would you incorporate, and how would 

they help bring about a world where everyone could be inspired to learn and teach, 

solve real-world problems, and find opportunities to contribute to their community? 

At SU, we’re optimistic about what the future holds, precisely because of the rapid 

advancements of exponential technologies such as robotics, artificial intelligence, 

and augmented reality. They’re the building blocks for the fascinating innovations 

we encounter here with these characters and can be the basis for many more 

visions of the possible positive futures ahead or the cautionary tales of futures we 

need to mitigate. 

What role can you play to help bring about a future of learning to benefit humanity? 

Join our community using our app (su.org/app) and find a world of like-minded 

peers and potential partners to help bring your vision to life.

Rob Nail

CEO and Associate Founder

Singularity University 



INTRODUCTION

At Singularity University (SU), we spend most of our days thinking 

about how exponential technologies might shape the future and help 

to solve the world’s biggest challenges. One of these methods we 

use for examining this possible future is called Science Fiction Design 

Intelligence (SciFiDI).

SciFiDI is an approach to innovation—it’s inspired by the storytelling 

devices and methods regularly employed by science f iction writers and 

imagineers. In our workshops, we work with designers, writers, and 

futurists to imagine and understand the future capabilities of current 

technologies. We generate new ideas and build new worlds based on 

this shared understanding.

Why use science f iction? The genre removes constraints that tend to 

govern everyday processes which affect how we think, plan, and create. 

While art may imitate life, science f iction inf luences science fact, which 

in turn generates more science f iction. Science f iction creates a vision 

of the future based on science fact.

In early 2019, SU hosted our f irst ever SciFi DI Workshop on the Future 

of Learning. We want the Future of Learning to be a world with access to 

information and experiences that build knowledge and skills for all people 

at all stages of their lives, for personal fulf illment and benefit to society.

Our Future of Learning SciFi DI workshop convened more than 50 

participants, including SU Faculty and staff, startups, SingularityU Chapter 

members, mentors, and alumni, as well as local teachers, students, 

nonprofits, and foundations all connected to the field of learning innovation. 



With the release of this graphic novel, we invite you to follow the journeys of 

Yabi and Carlo, their friends and families, and their NEPIs (Neo-Educational 

Personal Intelligences) as they learn and thrive in a future world. Through 

their stories, we hope you’ll explore central questions about the future 

purpose of education, how one might leverage what were once considered 

disabilities, and what life might feel like in the year 2039.

What if instead of a student going to school, school came to the student?  

What if today’s learning curriculum and grading system were replaced 

by the advancement of students solving real-life problems, and a child 

could be both student and teacher? What if the act of learning were 

more often shared between adults and children? This doesn’t have to 

stay a work of f iction. You could make it science fact. 

For example, how would you build a NEPI that could guide every human 

from birth on a learning journey that lasts a lifetime?  Or, how would 

you create a digital curriculum to address real-life problems emerging 

around the world?  How would you lead your community (or the world) in 

deciding what values children should learn through school in the future?  

Could there be ways to continually train adults even as they work?  How 

would you make learning more relevant and fun by harnessing the latest 

in brain-to-brain interfaces, holograms, exo-suits, and more? Whether 

you are an innovator, investor, technologist, policymaker, student, 

parent, or teacher. In fact, everyone has a role to play in this future.

And while this particular future vision of learning was created in Silicon 

Valley with an international group of participants and through SU’s lens, 

we encourage you to design your own vision of the future of learning, 

appropriate for your community, and share with the world how you think 

you might help create it.



 

Key Concepts

N.E.P.I. (Neo-Educational Personal Intelligence): A fully connected 

personal artif icial intelligence that is a learning tool, friend, and 

mentor that accompanies every person on a life-long learning 

journey. N.E.P.I.s integrate with schools and private educational 

curricula, as well as the global N.E.P.I. Network, pairing students 

and educators across the globe to engage in project-based 

and mentor-based learning in both real-world and holographic 

educational environments. N.E.P.I.s can assume forms based on 

haptic-holographic technology or more durable physical bodies 

via nano-bot technology.  The N.E.P.I.’s personality is customizable 

by students and parents, grows with the learner over time, and is 

capable of assuming multiple forms and growing personas to reflect 

and support the students’ learning arcs.

N.E.P.I. NETWORK: A digital platform that connects N.E.P.I.s to 

all existing knowledge in the world, including curricula, learning 

experiences, the learning trajectories of other students, family and 

community intelligences, and  problem-based learning curricula 

based on real-life problems that need to be solved.  The N.E.P.I. 

Network operates at instantaneous speeds and is totally virtual 

and predictive.

NEURAL NET: The future of the internet, this network operates in the 

cloud and allows people to share information and full sensory experiences.

SENSORY IMPLANTS: Neural implants that super-power an 

individual’s cognitive and sensory functions. These devices 

provide the highest f idelity Neural System. 

SECOND SKIN: Part of the Neural System, Second Skin is worn 

directly on human skin to support individual biomes, aid in movement, 

and provide tactile and muscle memory from the Neural System. 



 

EXO-SUIT: Part of the Neural System, these wearable robotics 

super-power an individual’s physical strength and agility.

AEROCAR:  The flying car of the future, the Aerocar is a driverless flying 

vehicle that can travel both short and long distances. As safe as previous 

generations of air travel, the Aerocar is used both by individuals and 

families, as well as for “big rig” jobs ranging from commercial activity to 

disaster relief. Blockchain-based ID tags manage border crossing and 

custom exchanges with ease. By accessing pre-designed travel routes 

and autonomous navigation, Aerocars are among the fastest, safest 

global travel options in the world.

VERTI FARMS: Verti Farms are tech-infused, smart, automated 

farms that are customizable for different growing environments 

such as extreme temperatures or hurricane force winds.  In addition 

to growing food, Verti Farms can also grow shelters and/or physical 

objects. When Verti Farms grow, they may turn into skyburbs.

SKYBURBS: Eff icient vertical neighborhoods that combine all 

necessary services for living in the future. Skyburb buildings are 

closed eco-systems, where all inputs and outputs are eff iciently 

used to produce zero waste. 

ADAPTIVE GROW-BUILDS: As opposed to today’s schools (and 

other buildings) which have static, def ined spaces, tomorrow’s 

schools will dynamically reconfigure themselves in response to the 

space needs of inhabitants. The same space will morph to support 

such activities as individual quiet time, student body gatherings, 

and personalized learning experiences in a matter of moments 

through augmented reality, digital constructs from brain implants, 

robotic buildings,  and furniture. The core structure is designed to 

“grow” from a single spore of mycelium.

CONSTRUCTION BOTS: Construction bots are robotic machines 

that 3D print construction materials in place and are controlled 

by humans and their NEPIs. Construction projects can become 

learning experiences as well as real-life solutions.







Go, carlo!  

Here it
comes, yabi!

And…freeze 
simulation! 

Perfect
pass, yabi! 

Yay! Here we go, carlo! 
Perfect passing angle! 

South Florida, 2039.South Florida, 2039.

N’Djamena, Chad. 2039.N’Djamena, Chad. 2039.



ARLENS & ARFORM-BOT COMPLIANT

Your life-long personalized companion, tool, & mentor

Neural Network & 2nd Skin Integration
Infinite tactile-holographic options
Customizable nano-bot takes on any shape  

Neo
Educational
Personal
IntelligenceNEPI

MEET YOUR 

Hello, NEPI! HEY, MARC.



Dude, it still
sometimes freaks me out 

that you’re the ball and my 
N.E.P.I. A.I. It’s like
I’m kicking you right

in the face!

Thanks for
helping out NEPI. 
You’re the best!

That’s what best 
friends are for, 

Yabi!

Great! I’m loving
our learning center’s new 
holo-simulator, I’ve never 

kicked a ball so far!
How’s Florida?

I’m glad we found a way to 
get these two together.  It’s 

so great that our shared 
learning network can match 

students together for 
lessons like this one, even 

from so far away!

Me too, 
NEPI!

Hi, marc!

How are things in 
Chad, you two?

You wish,
 BUD! 

Advanced Learning Project, 
N’Djamena, Chad.

Advanced Learning Project, 
N’Djamena, Chad



Pretty good, though we’re 
expecting some nasty 
weather from a tropical 

storm later, I hear.

Oh...Well, Carlo,
it’s time for some Physics.

Marc and Nepi tell me you’re an
expert at bending the ball like this,

but want some help understanding
why it works?

That’s a good way
of putting it, Yabi. I’m having

a little trouble measuring force and
air flow. I do know if I kick the ball with 
the inside of my foot it puts spin on

the ball and the ball curves;
I’ve practiced it for hours

and hours.

Well, you’re right about
Force. Kicking a ball results in what’s 

known as an “inelastic collision.” The ball 
gains velocity from your foot when you 
kick it, but some of that kinetic energy is 

lost due to (among other things)
air resistance.

Right,
we learned 

about this in my 
Engineering course. 

But not about
the bend…?

That’s me and
Marc! And you can 

see the airflow around 
us generated by the 

spin on the ball.

That’s right, Nepi!
There’s a thin layer of 

spinning air around the ball 
that interacts with the 
air flowing across it as 
the ball moves away from 

Carlo’s foot.

The air moving
along the right side of 

the ball follows the air 
spinning around the ball, 
pushing it to the left.
That’s basically Newton’s

Third Law.

Right. Two objects 
pushing on each other 
will feel equal and 
opposite force. That’s 

how rockets fly.

It builds up air pressure 
on that side of the ball and 
pushes it even further in 

the spin’s direction.

But the ball
is also affected by the 

air flowing across it 
in the opposite direction

of the spin.

Haha, 
that’s 
true!

Awesome,
Carlo. Your
shot is a
rocket!

Advanced Learning Project, 
N’Djamena, Chad.

Progressive Education and Sports 
Academy, South Florida, US



P A G E  5 ?

This combination of
forces from the Third Law and the 

air pressure buildup is known as the 
Magnus Effect. This only works in 

environments with airflow, and
wouldn’t occur in a vaccuum.

Bummer, no 
bent shots in 
space, I guess!

Hey Carlo,
we’re going to have to cut

this lesson a little short, looks 
like that tropical storm has 
been upgraded to a hurricane 

and might come closer
than predicted.

Thanks so
much, Yabi, this 
was really helpful!

I’ll check in
later when we know 
what’s up with the 

weather here.

Bye, Carlo!
Wow, NEPI, I hope 
they are all going 

to be okay.

Don’t worry, Yabi,
I’ll keep monitoring their

status on the network. Meanwhile you
have a meeting with your classmates 
on your Literature project before 

the group works on Vertical
Farming techniques.



P A G E  6 ?

Look, your Mentoring
credits have posted automatically, 

Yabi. You did well in finding a real-
world example to help Carlo with 
his physics. In future lessons, other 
parts of his life might be helpful, 

like his enjoyment of
engineering, or…

I do,
it’s just...

NEPI, can you
show me the weather 

simulation for South 
Florida? I’m worried about 
Carlo. We may need to
speed up the mentoring 

sessions around his 
schedule, and…

Maybe we should 
be more involved 
in the Literature 

lesson, Yabi.

Wow, Luiza,
you all have done
a  great job on 
this model of the 
Globe Theater.

Thanks, Yabi.
We decided to keep the 

original structure but
change the architecture to 
match our local styles and 

modern advancements.

this is usually
the kind of project 

based learning you really 
respond to. Is everything 

all right? Do you not 
enjoy Macbeth?



I’m paying attention,
NEPI. I think the characterization 

of Lady MacBeth as manipulative 
plays into and reinforces negative 
and sexist stereotypes, and I’m 

really worried about
Carlo, and…

Maybe we could use a 
little downtime, Yabi.

I’m seeing from
our connected intelligences 

that maybe you’ve gotten a 
little overstimulated and

tired. Want to take
a break?

Yabi?

Miss Lingerr!
Thank you, yes. I’m 
worried about

my friend. Maybe a little time 
being mindful will help 
you feel more calm, 

Yabi..

Cool. We 
really enjoy 
Yoga, don’t we 

NEPI?



C’mon, NEPI, it’s 
time for the Vertical 

Farming lecture
and…Papa!

I’m also Yabi’s
father. And this is my 

colleague from The 
University of Florida, 

DR. CANTOR.

Good afternoon,
everyone. My name is Nadjim, 

and I’m the CEO of Verti Farms, 
a locally based modern farm 

manufacturing company.

Hello. My name
is DR. CANTOR, and I’m a

professor of Climate Studies and
Extreme Weather Events. Here in

Florida where I live we have
more hurricanes than ever

before, unfortunately. 

But due to efforts
like vertical farming and 
improved irrigation, we’re 

learning to adapt and even 
reverse the effects of
global climate change.

That’s right. My
company’s vertical farming 

structures, like the ones you use 
for the school garden project, are 
built to operate here in Chad, where 
we’ve seen a general increase in the 

average temperature over
the last 30 years.

But today with
Dr. Cantor’s help 

we’re going to learn how 
we might adapt these 

structures to withstand 
hurricane force winds, so 

they can be helpful
in other parts of

the world.

And none too
soon! We’re expecting a 

possible hurricane here in 
Florida in the next

24 hours!

After yoga...After yoga...



Hello, Yabi
my love! And Nadjim 

my husband, how was the 
engineering lesson,

you two?

Hello, 
Mama!

...we’ll make 
sure you know 
your friend

is safe.

Thanks,
Mama.

And don’t 
worry,
Yabi...

I hope so too.
that wind on his construction 

site in Florida looked pretty 
serious. We should look more 

closely at the weather-
sims there.

Dr. Cantor’s daughter is
classmates with my friend Carlo at the 

US Education and Sports Academy. 
Carlo told me he and Isabella are best 

friends. I hope they are all right…

It was fun having 
Papa running the 
lesson with my 
friends, Mama.

I too enjoyed the 
chance to be part 
of your learning 

today, Yabi. it was 
nice to see Dr. 
Cantor again.

After the school day ends…After the school day ends…



My friend YABI is 
worried for Carlo 
and the students in 
Florida. I’ll need to 
check in with them.

Hello MARC, how 
are things with 
your and your 

Carlo?

Not great NEPI, the 
tropical storm we talked 
about earlier has become 
a full-blown hurricane, 
faster than almost any 

on record!

Indeed, it’s 
what we were 
made to do.

It is good that we can help 
pair up these humans, and 
their skills and knowledge.

Yes, the world’s climate simply isn’t 
stabilizing quickly enough. Thankfully YABI 
and Carlo’s family and friends were 
already paired together in the network...

...and we’re finding other people with helpful 
skills in both Florida and globally who may

be uniquely suited to help each other in
the coming storm.



...Take the new 
AeroCar!!!

If your N.e.p.i.
hadn’t found Carlo for

physics lessons in the first 
place last quarter, none of 
our family and friends would 
have met on the network, 
Yabi. I know you love to help 
people, and this experience 
will be valuable for your 

education. Plus, it
means we get to…

The chance to
see many of Yabi’s school

projects in action will be an 
excellent learning experience, and 
provide Yabi with early experience- 
abroad credits. Vivianne will have 

passed by the time we arrive so 
there is no danger

to them.

I’ll get to
meet Carlo in real 
life, Mama, can I
go? PLEASE?

Papa, can I?

What you’re seeing here
is Hurricane Vivianne. It 
will strike Florida within 
3 hours. But I don’t want 

you to worry, Yabi.

...but I’ve been 
communicating on 

the N.E.P.I. network 
with our family 
Intelligences...

...and those
of your friends 
Carlo and Dr. 

Cantor.
Yabi and family, 

I don’t want to 
upset you...

Yabi should 
come along!

We have
a plan, 
don’t we?

Dr. Cantor can
combine his expertise in 

extreme weather with your 
mama’s work for Verti-
Farms’ Grown Housing 
platforms and irrigation 

efforts to help with
relief aid.

...The school
project we developed
to help with the 

storm will need to be
implemented in real
time at Carlo’s 

academy.



USE YOUR CREDITS
GET YOUR OWN FLYING CAR TODAY

AEROCAR!

The flying car of the future, the Aerocar is a driverless flying vehicle that can travel both short and long 

distances. As safe as previous generations of air travel, the Aerocar is used both by individuals and families, 

as well as for “big rig” jobs ranging from commercial activity to disaster relief. Blockchain-based ID tags 

manage border crossing and custom exchanges with ease. By accessing pre-designed travel routes and 

autonomous navigation, Aerocars are among the fastest, safest global travel options in the world.



This is really exciting, Papa! 
I hope we can help Carlo 
and his classmates, but I wish 

Mama had come along.

Oh, 
Papa...

We’re
here.

Thankfully her
N.E.P.I. A.I. is tagging along 

via the network, and we brought 
her nanite-based rigid hologram 
projector. So it’ll be almost

like she’s working right
alongside us.

Now get some
sleep Yabi, it’s about 9 hours

to Florida with the weather 
delays there, thanks to the global 
Aero-structure. The A.I.’s will 

handle the driving; I still have
a little work to do.

After yoga...About 9 hours later



Our students
have been hard at 

work on the virtual 
implementation as part 
of their engineering 

class project.

in the next
few days I think

we’ll learn as much 
from them as they

will from us. 

…so much 
damage!

Yabi!!! it’s
so awesome to 
finally meet you

in person!

Welcome,
Nadjim! We’re very 

grateful you’ve come all 
this way to personally 
implement our greenhouse 

augmentation project.

Glad to 
help, Dr. 
Cantor. 

I wish it were 
under better 

circumstances, but 
we’re going to get

through this.

After 
yoga...
Day 1



Look, Yabi, these
are the construction bots 

we were talking about during 
the lecture back home 

They’ll be doing the
heavy lifting. 

And they can all be 
controlled by the Personal 

Intelligences, so the students 
will have a chance to get some 
real-world experience putting 

their class project
into action.

The ‘bots
are under the control 

of the construction 
crew, but each student 
will get to experience 
what it’s like to put our 

theoretical model
into action.

These kids will
have a real sense of

pride in their Academy, 
having safely helped rebuild
it themselves. They’ll 

always feel connected
to it.

I sure am!
It will be great for 
your report to the 

class when we
get home!

NEPI, are you 
recording this? 
This is so cool! 

Each of you
will get to use your 

personal Intelligence 
to virtually enter the 
construction ‘bots, and 

later, if you like, to
help run them

yourselves.

What a
way to make a 

positive learning
experience out of

such a tragedy.

The professional
workers can teach you 
each move virtually,
and then you can try

it yourselves.

OK kids, today
we’ll be putting the 
hurricane support 

designs you helped come 
up with into action so
we can rebuild your

on-site vertical 
greenhouse.

After 
yoga...
Day 2



P A G E  1 6

Welcome everyone.
Today our ecology class is taking on a

special part of our school restoration; we are 
repairing our water filtration system. Please 
welcome, directly via the N.E.P.I. network and

the Advanced Learning Project
in N’Djamena, Chad...

BY gathering samples 
and scanning them with 
your A.I.’s into the 
network databanks, we 
can program the new, 
local system to detect 
local contaminants that 
our system might have 

overlooked... 

Your Mother is
an expert in irrigation 
systems, YABI. This will

be very helpful.This bit will be
a little tricky, so I’m going 

to physically opt-in via the 
N.E.P.I. networks’ nano-synth 
so I can help you all get just 

the right feel of this
 experiment.

...Great, so your
Student Facilitator is 
distributing a set of 
collection capsules to 

each of you.

To help determine 
what to filter from 

the systems?
That’s correct.

The systems are automatically set 
to filter out debris and particulate 
matter, but the replacement system 

we brought with us from Chad
has a specialized function.

You can link your 
A.I.’s physical 

units to feel my 
movements.

These capsules,
3d printed here on-
site, will let you 
collect samples of 

the flood waters that 
have unfortunately 

accumulated here.
Can anyone tell
us why this is

important?

Our system will
detect common flora and

bacteria, but it’s designed for our 
environment which is very dry and 
has a more simplified microbiome

than Florida’s.

...This will be even more important 
for our projects later this week 
with our newly Grown Structures.

...Miss 
Carine! 

After 
yoga...
Day 3



GROWS IN MERE HOURS!
GROW-BUILD

Leveraging mycelium-based technology, Grow-Builds dynamically 
reconfigure in response to the space needs of inhabitants. 
Customize your own in a matter of moments through augmented 
reality, brain implant digital constructs, and robotic architecture.



So far the
students are doing really

well, and so many of the 
parents want to help as well. 

We need to set up a full 
faculty and parent personal 

Intelligence Interface.

Agreed.
Almost all of the 
families have given 

consent for some level 
of connection to the 

N.E.P.I. network

We can use both
the parental A.I.s and the 

student N.E.P.I.’s to connect 
people with skills and expertise 
to share, and pair students who 

want to learn some of
those skills as well.

Thanks, Nepi!
You all can help.

I can help!

Students will get practical 
experience in math...

…in ecology and 
plant science... 

After 
yoga...
Day 4



...and it’s not just
the students. Several of the 

parents and some of our Adult 
Learning Group are helping too.
This has been a difficult time

for our Academy…

…as well
as valuable 

environmental 
science lessons 
for a globally 

challenged 
climate.

…and with help from other 
advanced learning centers like 
yours, we can use this as an 

opportunity to learn
so much more.

I’m so
glad we got to 
come on this 
field trip, Dr. 
Cantor. Nepi 
and I are excited 

for what’s 
coming
next.

They’ll be
learning coding skills with 

direct applications to state-
of-the-art tech…



I do have
a student who 
wants to ask 
you something, 

Yabi.

Yabi, why doesn’t 
your N.E.P.I. have

a name?

Their name
is Nepi.

...My name
is Nepi!

It means a 
lot that Yabi 
respects my 
autonomy. So, 

for now...

So I told
Nepi that, if they 

decide sometime on a 
name or an identity 
or pronouns or
any of that, it’s

up to them.

some people use
their N.E.P.I.’s physical construct 

differently, and not to have a friend 
around the way kids usually do. But

Yabi and I have so much fun
learning together.

Lots of other
people name their

N.E.P.I.’s, and that’s cool
 My friend Carlo’s N.E.P.I.

is named Marco and
 he’s awesome!

I’ve been with YABI
their whole life. In a way, we’ve
grown up together. Yabi and
their parents have always

respected both of us.

My parents
always told me I could

be anything I wanted in life.
After all, we all choose 
our own pronouns, our own 

identities, and Nepi is
my friend.



NOW YOU CAN BUILD AT SCALE!

CONSTRUCTION
EXO-SUIT

Augmented strength!

3D prints construction materials in place!

Completely controlled by you and your N.E.P.I. A.I.!



Miss Carine,
I think my friend has 
a way to help with 
our drainage and 

construction
problems.

Hello, my name 
is Isabella.

Hello! I wish
I spoke more Sign,

this is a great chance
to practice.

I’d love
to help

you practice 
Yabi.

Yes, we’re
worried about all the 

subsurface drainage on the 
fields. With this much water, we 
may have parts of the grounds 

that are unstable for new 
grow-builds.

I think I have
a solution that can
help: My specialized

exo-suit!

Initiate group 
translation: 

I love playing
drums, and I invented some 

additional haptic adaptations 
to my exo-suit to better 

feel subtle beats
and rhythms...

I’ve been into
music my whole life, 

and being deaf means I 
have a strong physical 

connection to it.

Miss Carine,
Carlo tells me there 
might be some problems 

with placing the new grown-
buildings on the school 

grounds?
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My suit can send
out low-level sound waves 

and it translates their 
responses to haptic physical 

signals that I can feel.

In fact, we’re 
standing on a part 
of the grounds with 
a LOT of subsurface 

drainage.

In a really short
space of time we can make 
sure that none of the new 
development is unstable, 
making it safer now and

in the future.

I’m so
glad we met 
Isabella...

You’re getting
really good Yabi, we’ll 

practice a lot more 
while you’re here.

What a novel idea, Isabella!

We can use your data to reinforce some parts of 
the grounds, and we’ll certainly need to change 

some of our placement spots for new grow-builds.

I think we can adapt 
that sonic “feeling” 
to “look” through 

the ground.

my - name - 
is - Yabi.



 I have to say,
it’s impressive how 
quickly the school’s 
restoration came 

together.

It was
possible because the 

students and parents pooled 
skills and learning from 

each other.

yes!
We had help,

but we also had
each other.

After yoga...Just 3 weeks later




