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CHAPTER 290:01
ELECTRONIC TRANSACTIONS No. 8 of 2003.
[ 31st January, 2003]
1. ThisAct may becited asthe Electronic TransactionsAct. Short title.
2. ThisAct shall comeintoforceonaday to beappointed by theAttorney ~ Commencement.
General by Order published inthe Gazette.
3. Theobjectsof thisAct are: Objects.
(@) toeliminatelegal barriersto the effective use of
electronic communicationsin transactions;
(b) to promote the harmonization of legal rules on
electronic transactions across nationa boundaries;
(c) to facilitate the appropriate use of electronic
transactions;
(d)  topromotebusinessand community confidencein
electronic transactions; and
(e) to enable business and the community to use
€lectronic communicationsin ther transactionswith
government.
4. @ InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires: Definitions.
“eectronic” includescreated, recorded, transmitted or stored indigital or other
intangibleform by electronic, magnetic, optica or by any other meansthat has
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6 CAP. 290:01] Electronic Transactions

capabilitiesfor creation, recording, transmission or storage similar tothose
means,

“ dectronicsgnature’” meansinformationin e ectronicformthat apersonhas
created or adopted in order to sign adocument and that isin, attached to or
associated with adocument;
“publicbody” includes:

(a) aMinister, ministry or department of government;

(b) courts,

(c) bodiesexercisng statutory authority, of legidative,
executiveor judicial nature;

(d) loca publicauthorities;

“information system” meansasystemfor generating, sending, receiving, storing
or otherwise processing e ectronic communications;

“ruleof law” meansthe common law, legidation, and subordinatelegidation.

Crown to be 5. ThisAct bindsthe Crown.

bound.

Non- 6. (@D} Information shall not be denied legal effect, validity or
discrimination enforcement solely onthegroundthat itisinelectronicform.

against electronic

information. (2)  Insections7,8,9,10and 11;

(a) whererules of law require informationto bein
writing, given, signed, original, or retained, the
requirement ismet if the sectioniscomplied with;
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(b)

(©)

whererules of law provide consequenceswhere
the information is not in writing, given, signed,
original, or retained, the consequences are avoided

if the sectioniscomplied with; and

whererules of law provide consequencesif the
informationisinwriting, given, signed, original or
retained, the consequences are achieved if the

sectioniscomplied with.

7. (@D} Aruleof law that requiresinformationto beinwritingortobe  writing
giveninwritingissatisfied by informationineectronicformif theinformationis  requirements.
accessi ble so astobe usablefor subsequent reference.

2 Insubsection (1), givinginformationincludes, but isnot limited

to, thefollowing;
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(9)
(h)

making an application,;

making, filing or lodging aclaim;
giving, sending or serving anotification;
filingor lodging areturn;

making arequest;

making adeclaration;

filing, lodging or issuing acertificate;

making, varying or cancelling anelection;
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8 CAP. 290:01] Electronic Transactions

1) filing or lodging an objection,
() giving astatement of reasons.

3 Informationindectronicformisnot given unlesstheinformation
iscapable of being retained by the personto whomitisgiven.

Prescribedforms. 8. A rule of law that requires a person to provide information in a
prescribed non-electronic formto another personissatisfied by theprovision
of theinformationinaneectronicformthatis:.

(a) organized in the same or substantially thesame
way asthe prescribed non-electronicform;

(b) accessibleto the other person so asto be usable
for subsequent reference; and

(c) capabl e of being retained by the other person.

Signature 0. (@D} If arule of law requires the signature of a person, that
requirements. requirement ismet by an electronic signature.

2 Parties may agreeto use a particular method of electronic
sgnature, unlessotherwise provided by law.

Requirement to 10.  Aruleof law that requiresaperson to produce, examineor keep an
produce an origina documentissatisfiedif the person produces, examinesor retainsthe
original document.  gocyment in electronic form, if

(a)  havingregardto al therelevant circumstances,
the method of generating the electronic form of
the document provided a reliable means of
assuring the maintenance of the integrity of the
information contained in the document; and
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(b)

inacasewherean original document isto begiven
to aperson, the document given to thepersonin
electronic formis accessible so asto be usablefor
subsequent reference and capabl e of being retained
by the person.

11.  Aruleof lawthat requiresapersonto keepinformation either that isin
writing or that isin electronicform, issatisfied by keeping theinformationin

dectronicform, if :

(a)

(b)

having regardto al therelevant circumstanceswhen
the electronic form of thedocument wasgenerated,
the method of generating theelectronicform of the
document provided areliable means of assuring
the maintenance of theintegrity of theinformation
contained inthedocument; and

when the electronic form of the document was
generated, the information contained in the
electronic form of the document is accessibleso
as to be usable for subsequent reference to any
person entitled to have access to theinformation
or torequireits production.

12. For the purposesof sections10and 11, theintegrity of informationina
document ismaintained if, and onlyif, theinformation hasremained complete
and unaltered, apartfrom:

(a)
(b)

the addition of any endorsement; or

any immaterial change,

whicharisesinthenormal courseof communication, storageor display.
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Recognition of
foreign electronic
documents and
signatures.

Powersof public
bodies.

13. Indetermining whether or to what extent informationineectronicform
islegdly effective, noregard shdl behad to thelocationwheretheinformation
was created or used, or to the place of businessof itscreator.

14. (1) If apublic body has power to create, collect, receive, store,
transfer, distribute, publish, issue or otherwise deal with information and
documents, it hasthe power to do so el ectronically.

2 Subsection (1) is subject to any rule of law that expressly
prohibitsthe use of electronic meansor expresdy requiresthemto beusedin

specified ways.

3 For the purposes of subsection (2), areferenceto writing or
signature does not initself constitute an express prohibition of the use of
electronic means.

4 Whereapublic body consentsto receiveany informationin
electronicform, it may specify:

(@) themanner and format in whichtheinformation
shall becommunicatedtoit;

(b) the type or method of electronic signature
required, if any;

(c) control processes and procedures to ensure
integrity, security and confidentiality of the
information;

(d) any other attributesfor theinformation that are
currently specified for corresponding information

on paper.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2003

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



Electronic Transactions [CAP.290:01 11

) The requirements of subsections 7(1) and (3) and section 8
also apply toinformation described in subsection (4).

(6) A public body may makeor recelve payment inelectronicform
by any manner specified by the public body and approved by the Minister of
Finance.

15.  ThisAct doesnot apply to: Exclusions.
(a)  thecreationortransfer of interestsinreal property;
(b) negotiable instruments;
(c) documentsof title;
(d)  willsandtrustscreated by will; and

(e) any class of documents, transactions or rules of
law excluded by regulation under thisAct.

16. (1) NothinginthisAct limitsthe operation of any other ruleof law  Certain other
thet expresdy authorizes, prohibitsor regulatestheuseof informaionineectronic  lawsnot
form, includingamethod of dlectronic signature. affected.

2 NothinginthisAct limitsthe operation of anyother ruleof law
requiring information to be posted or displayed in aspecified manner or requiring
any information to betransmitted by aspecified method.

3 A referencetowriting or signature doesnot initself congtitutea
prohibition for the purpose of subsection (1) or alegal requirement for the
purpose of subsection (2).
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Consent.

Contracts.

Automatic
contracts.

17. (D NothinginthisAct requiresaperson to use, provideor accept
informationin electronic form without consent, but aperson’ sconsent to do
so may beinferred from the person’ sconduct.

2 Despite subsection (1), the consent of apublicbody to accept
information in el ectronic form may not beinferred fromitsconduct but must
be expressed by communication accessible to the public or to those most
likely to communicatewithit for particular purposes.

3 Nothinginthis Act authorizesapublic body to require any
personto use, provideor accept informationindectronicformwithout consent.

18. (1) Unlessthe partiesagree otherwise, an offer, the acceptance
of an offer or any other matter that ismaterial to theformation or operation of
acontract may beexpressed:

(a) by meansof information in e ectronic form; or

(b) by an act that isintended to result in electronic
communication, such astouching or clicking on
an appropriateicon or other place on acomputer
screen, or by speaking.

2 A contract isnot invalid or unenforceabl e by reasononly of
beingindectronicform.

19. A contract may beformedby theinteractionof computer programs
or other electronic means used to initiate an act or to respond to el ectronic
information, inwholeor in part, without review by anindividua at the

time of theresponse or act.
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20. (1 An electronic transaction between an individual and another
person’ sautomated source of information hasnolegal effect if :

(@)  theindividual makesamateria error in eectronic
information or an €l ectronic document used in the
transaction;

(b) the automated source of information doesnot give
theindividual an opportunity to prevent or correct
theerror;

(c)  onbecoming aware of the error, the individual
promptly notifiesthe other person; and

(d) inacasewhereconsiderationisrecelved asaresult
of theerror, theindividual, returnsor destroysthe
consideration in accordance with the other
person’ singtructionsor, if therearenoinstructions,
dealswiththe considerationinareasonable manner,
and does not benefit materially by receiving the
consideration.

2 This section doesnot limit the operation of any other rule of
law relatingto mistake.

21.  Asbetweentheoriginator and the addressee of acommunicationin
electronicform, adeclaration of will or other statement shall not bedenied legal
effect, validity or enforceability solely onthegroundsthat itisin electronic
form.

2. (1 An electronic communication is sent when it enters an
information system outs dethe sender’ scontrol or, if thesender and theaddressee
usethe sameinformation system, when it becomes capable of being retrieved
and processed by theaddressee.

Mistakes in
partly-
authomated
transactions.

Expressions of
will.

Time and place
of sending and
receiving
electronic
communications.
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14  CAP.290:01] Electronic Transactions

2 An electronic communication ispresumed to bereceived by
theaddressee:

(a) if the addressee has designated or uses an
information system for the purpose of receiving
communications of the type sent, when it enters
that information system and becomes capabl e of
being retrieved and processed by the addressee;
or

(b) if the addressee has not designated or does not
use an information system for the purpose of
receiving communications of the type sent, or if
the addressee has designated or used such a
system but the communication has been sent to
another system, when the addressee becomes
aware of the communication in the addressee’ s
information system and it becomes capabl e of
being retrieved and processed by the addressee.

3 Subsections (1) and (2) apply unless the parties agree
otherwise.

4 An el ectronic communication isdeemed to be sent fromthe
sender’ splace of businessand received at the addressee’ splace of business.

) If the sender or the addressee has more than one place of
business, the place of businessfor the purposesof subsection (4) istheone
withtheclosest relationship totheunderlying transaction towhich thee ectronic
communicationrelatesor, if thereisno underlying transaction, the person’s
principal placeof business.
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(6) If the sender or addressee does not have aplace of business,
the person’ splace of habitual residenceisdeemed to bethe place of business
for the purposesof subsection (4).

23. An electronic communicationisthat of the personwho sendsit, if itis  Attribution of
sent directly by the person or by aninformation system programmed by oron  electronic
behalf of the person to operate automaticaly. communications.

24. (1) A personusing electronic communicationstosell goodsor  consumer
servicesto consumersshall provide accurate, clear and accessibleinformation  protection.
about themselves, sufficienttoallow:

(a)  thelegd nameof theperson, itsprincipa geographic
address, and an electronic means of contact or
telephone number;

(b) prompt, easy and effective consumer communi-
cationwiththeseller; and

(c) service of legal process.

2 A person using electronic communicationsto sell goodsor
services to consumers shall provide accurate and accessible information
describing thegoodsor servicesoffered, sufficient to enable consumersto make
aninformed decis on about the proposed transaction and to maintain an adequate
record of theinformation.

3 A person using el ectronic communicationsto sell goodsor
servicesto consumersshall provideinformation about theterms, conditions
and costs associated with atransaction, and notably:

(a)  terms, conditionsand methods of payment; and
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(b) details of and conditionsrelated to withdrawal,
termination, return, exchange, cancellation and
refund policy information.

Regulations. 25.  TheAttorney Genera may makeregulations.

(a)  todesignatean entity asapublic body;

(b) to providethat el ectronic signaturesfor specified
purposes shall be asreliable as appropriate for
those purposes,

(c) to providethat el ectronic signaturesfor specified
purposes shall be created by specified means;

(d)  toprovideformatshby whichinformation may be
communicated el ectronically, whether or not there
exist prescribed non-electronic forms;

(e) to exclude classes of transactions, documents, or
rulesof law from the application of thisAct; and

(f) for any other purpose for the more effective
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